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FFA  Talk 

What's  on  your  mind? 


YOUR  LETTERS 

FFA  in  the  Army 

My  name  is  Pvt.  Conner,  Randy  W., 
and  I'm  now  serving  my  country  in 
the  U.S.  Army,  and  I'm  still 
reading  New  Horizons  magazine. 
Even  though  I'm  not  in  high  school 
anymore,  I  still  remember  some  of 
the  stuff  I  learned  in  my  ag  forestry 
science  classes.  What  I  learned  and 
remembered  is  my  reason  for 
wanting  to  go  to  an  agricultural 
college.  I  want  to  thank  my  ag  teacher, 
Mr.  Richard  Gill,  for  saying  I  have 
what  it  takes  to  make  it  in  this  world. 
Also,  keep  up  the  excellent  work  you 
are  doing  to  the  magazine!  I  am  going 
to  keep  right  on  reading  it  no  matter 
where  I'm  stationed! 

Pvt.  Randy  Conner 
Nahunta,  Georgia 

My  name  is  Private  Raymond  Thorpe. 
I  am  in  the  U.S.  Army,  stationed  at 
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Fort  Eustis,  Virginia,  training  to  be  an 
Apache  helicopter  mechanic.  I 
graduated  from  basic  training  on 
September  18,  2003,  and  at  that  time 
^■^^^k^b^h  was  finally 

allowed  to  read 
your  magazine 
again.  I  credit  my 
success  in  basic 
training  partly  to 
FFA,  just  because 
I  learned  team- 
work and  leader- 
ship while  in  the  FFA.  My  senior  year, 
I  was  on  the  ag  mechanics  team,  and 
we  built  a  16-foot  bumper  pull 
livestock  trailer  and  received  second 
place  with  it  at  the  Houston  Livestock 
Show  and  Rodeo.  This  is  my  short 
list  of  accomplishments.  I  just  thought 
it  would  be  nice  to  take  the  time 
to  write  you  with  my  FFA  and  Army 
stories. 

Pvt.  Ray  Thorpe 
Fort  Eustis,  Virginia 


Win  one  of  Five  FREE 

Art  Scholarships 

Enter 

our  famous 

"Draw  Me" 

Contest 

$13,000  IN  PRIZES 
AWARDED  EACH  MONTH 

Five  scholarship  winners  will  receive  "Fundamentals  of  Art"- taught 
by  America's  leading  home-study  art  school.  Our  objective  is  to  find  pro- 
spective students  who  appreciate  art  and  like  to  draw.  Every  qualified 
entrant  receives  a  free  professional  estimate  of  his  or  her  drawing  skills. 
Our  students  and  professional  artists  are  not  eligible. Three  $25  cash  prizes 
for  the  best  drawings  from  entrants  age  12  and  13  will  also  be  awarded. 

call  1-800-635-8998  today 
for  your  official  entry  form 

Art  Instruction  Schools 

Creating  Better  Artists  Since  1914 

3400  Technology  Drive,  Minneapolis  MN  55418 
©2004  Art  Instruction  Schools 


I  love  FFA  New  Horizons!  It  is  an 
awesome  magazine! 

Eric  Ryder 
Oberlin,  Louisiana 

I  love  New  Horizons.  It  lets  you  learn 
so  much  about  other  FFA  members 
in  the  U.S.A.! 

Lacey  Amnions 
Waynesville,  Georgia 


We  want  to  hear 
from  you! 

Welcome  to  "FFA  Talk,"  a  new 
department  in  this  magazine.  It's  a 
forum  for  FFA  members  to  express 
their  views.  In  addition  to  letters 
to  the  editor,  we  will  soon  be 
including  other  feedback  from 
FFA  members.  Here's  how  you  can 
get  involved: 

THE  BIG  QUESTION 

Here,  we'll  ask  FFA  members  to 
respond  to  FFA-  or  agriculture- 
related  questions.  Then,  in  the 
following  issue,  we'll  print  some 
of  your  answers.  For  our  upcom- 
ing August  issue,  we  want  to 
know — in  50  words  or  less — your 
answer  to  the  following  question: 
What  is  your  dream  job?  Send  your 
responses  to  the  address  below. 

SHOW  US  YOUR  SIGN 

Is  there  an  FFA  emblem  painted 
on  your  neighbor's  barn?  Or  out- 
side your  school?  Or  maybe  there's 
a  sign  that  says  "FFA"  on  the  high- 
way just  outside  of  town. 
Wherever  is  happens  to  be,  we 
want  to  see  it.  Snap  a  photo  and 
send  it  to  us  at  the  address  below. 
We'll  feature  one  photo  per  issue. 


Address  all  correspondence  to: 
FFA  New  Horizons 
P.O.  Box  68960 
Indianapolis,  IN  46268-0960 

e-mail:  newhorizons@ffa.org 
web:  www.ffa.org 
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YOU  DO  TOUR  THING 

featuring  "IF  YOU  EVER  STOP  LOVING  ME 


FEATURING  6  HIT  VIDEOS  AND      sangoody 
BEHIND  THE  SCENES  FOOTAGE 

CONNECT  WITH  MONTGOMERY  GENTRY  AT  WWW.50NYNASHVILLE.COM    [SujEul 
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FFA  Faces 

Members  making  a  difference 


WIN  A  CHEVROLET 
BACKPACK! 

Chevrolet,  the  sponsor 
of  FFA  Faces,  will  give  each 
person  featured  on  this 
page  a  heavy-duty  backpack. 
Nominate  yourself,  a  friend 
or  your  FFA  advisor  by 
sending  us  a  note  with  the 
following  details  about  your 
nominee:  name,  grade, 
address,  phone  number, 
FFA  and  academic 
achievements  and 
extracurricular  activities. 
If  nominating  someone 
besides  yourself,  also 
include  your  phone  number. 
All  submissions 
must  include  a 
photograph. 
Due  to  the 
quantity  of 
entries, 
we  can't 
return  or 
acknowledge 
your  submission. 


AMANDA  MOORE 
She  joined  FFA  to  learn  more 
about  animals.  Now,  as  a 
sophomore  member  of  the 
Montague  FFA  Chapter,  Amanda 
has  found  that  FFA  has  helped 
her  grow  as  a  person.  "When  I 
joined  FFA,"  she  says,  "I  couldn't 
even  get  up  in  front  of  my 
zoology  class  and  tell  about 
myself. . . .  Who  would  have 
imagined  me  winning  state 
runner  up  in  an  FFA  public 
speaking  contest?"  Amanda's 
SAE  program  involves  a  home 
garden  and  small  animals. 


SAGE  SHOULDERS 
In  this,  her  first  year  as  an  Oilton 
FFA  Chapter  member,  Sage  put 
in  some  hard  work,  and  it  paid 
off.  She  took  second  place  in 
state  FFA  outdoor  recreation 
proficiency  award.  She  also 
qualified  for  the  state  public 
speaking  and  quiz  bowl 
competitions.  At  the  state 
livestock  show,  she  made  the 
premium  sale  with  her  barrow. 
Sage's  competitive  nature 
translates  to  athletics,  where 
she's  a  member  of  the  varsity 
basketball  and  softball  squads. 


BRIAN  MCLAUGHLIN 
A  first-year  member  of  the  Smith 
Valley  FFA  Chapter,  Brian  is  a 
special-needs  student  who, 
according  to  FFA  advisor  Randi 
Hunewill,  has  had  to  learn  to 
function  with  a  trembling 
problem  that  makes  even  holding 
a  pencil  difficult.  Brian  recently 
joined  his  chapter's  soil  judging 
team  and  started  a  business 
growing  worms  in  composted 
paper  leftover  from  the  teachers' 
workroom.  His  SAE  program 
includes  swine  production  and 
specialty  animals. 


MONICA  DANIEL 
Monica  says  the  best  part  of 
being  named  the  2003  Kit  Carson 
County  Fair  and  Rodeo  Queen 
was  carrying  the  American  flag 
on  horseback  during  the  playing 
of  the  national  anthem.  As  the 
current  Burlington  FFA  reporter, 
Monica  helped  organize  the  2003 
FFA  state  convention,  which  took 
place  in  her  hometown.  In 
addition  to  her  leadership 
activities,  she  shows  horses  and 
pigs  and  enjoys  spending  time 
with  friends. 


RYAN  KACKLEY 

Following  in  the  footsteps  of  his 
father,  cousins  and  uncles,  Ryan 
is  proud  to  be  an  FFA  member. 
He's  the  Meadowbrook  FFA 
Chapter  sentinel,  and  his  goal  is 
to  become  an  FFA  state  officer.  In 
addition  to  an  SAE  program, 
which  includes  poultry, 
vegetables  and  hay,  Ryan 
competes  in  the  livestock, 
forestry,  soil,  public  speaking  and 
parliamentary  procedure  CDEs.  In 
his  free  time,  Ryan  fishes  and 
competes  in  trap  shooting. 


CHRISTINA  PEREZ 
As  an  eighth-grader,  Christina 
already  has  her  sights  set  on 
becoming  more  involved  in 
agriculture  and  FFA  when  she 
gets  to  high  school.  The  reason? 
"I  love  to  be  around  animals  and 
watch  plants  grow,"  she  says. 
Christina,  who  is  currently  serving 
as  secretary  of  the  Drewry  Mason 
Middle  School  FFA  Chapter,  works 
hard  in  the  classroom  to  keep  up 
her  good  grades.  Her  favorite 
extra-curricular  activity  is  the 
quilting  club. 


MR.  WAYNE  DOZIER 
An  agriculture  teacher  since 
1971,  Mr.  Dozierwill  retire  later 
this  year.  Escondido  FFA  Reporter 
Kayleigh  Fritsch,  submitted  this 
on  behalf  of  her  chapter:  "Mr. 
Dozier  is  always  willing  to  help 
students  with  their  questions  and 
to  give  advice.  He  is  always  eager 
to  get  students  involved  and 
share  his  enthusiasm  for 
agriculture.  He  helps  us  prepare 
for  competitions  and  is  the  best 
parliamentary  procedure  coach 
any  school  could  ever  have." 


FFA  Faces  is  brought  to  you  by  i 


Chevrolet,  a  proud  sponsor  of  FFA  for  56  years 
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National  Officer  Q&A 


1 0  questions  for  Casey  Hogan,  FFA  western  region  vice  president 


How  do  you  define  leadership? 

Leadership  should  be  a  way  of  life, 
whether  you  are  leading  yourself, 
your  FFA  chapter,  or  the  country.  Do 
what  you  think  is  right  no  matter  what 
others  think,  listen  to  your  heart  and 
set  an  example  for  others  to  follow. 
You  can't  find  the  definition  of  lead- 
ership in  a  book — it's  in  your  heart. 

If  you  weren't  a  national  FFA  officer, 
what  would  you  be  doing  now? 

I  would  be  a  junior  at  Tarleton  State 
University,  involved  in  the  Alpha 
Gamma  Rho  fraternity.  I  would  have 
a  job,  hang  out  with  my  friends  and 
listen  to  good  Texas  music — just  be  a 
normal  college  student.  I  would  also 
try  to  be  a  presenter  for  the  FFA 
Washington  Leadership  Conference. 

How  is  college  different  from  high 
school? 

Freedom.  You  do  what  you  want  to 
do,  when  you  want  to  do  it.  It  really 
makes  you  grow  up  and  learn  from 
your  mistakes.  College  prepares  you 
for  your  future — not  only  in  the 
classroom,  but  in  everything  you  do. 

Why  has  FFA  been  such  a  big  part 
of  your  life  so  far? 

FFA  is  one  of  the  greatest  youth 
organizations  in  the  world.  It  has 

timeline 


15  -joined  FFA 

•won  district  and  lost  area  FFA  creed  speaking 

16  -selected  FFA  star  chapter  greenhand 
•elected  FFA  chapter  secretary 
•elected  FFA  district  president 

•lost  FFA  senior  creed  speaking 

17  ■  elected  FFA  star  chapter  member 
•elected  FFA  area  first  vice  president 
•elected  FFA  chapter  president 

•won  district  and  lost  area  FFA  senior  creed  speaking 

17  ■  named  outstanding  FFA  officer 
•elected  Texas  FFA  vice  president 
■  received  Lone  Star  FFA  Degree 

18  -lost  bid  to  be  Texas'  FFA  national  officer  candidate 
•received  American  FFA  Degree 

20  -elected  FFA  national  western  region  vice  president 


vitals 


allowed  me  to  be  me,  and  it  has 
instilled  a  lot  of  confidence  in  me. 
But,  most  importantly,  I  believe  that 
we  are  all  born  with  natural  talents 
and  FFA  allows  you  to  find  those  and 
improve  upon  them.  That  will  make 
you  successful  in  life. 

What  was  your  most  embarrassing 
moment  in  high  school? 

I  was  at  an  FFA  Made  for  Excellence 
conference  as  a  sophomore.  As  I  was 
telling  a  joke  to  some  state  officers 
and  former  national  officers,  my  arm 
hit  a  pitcher  full  of  punch,  and  it  went 
all  over  everyone.  I  thought  my  FFA 
future  was  all  but  over.  But,  hey,  we 
all  make  mistakes. 

How  did  your  SAE  program  help  you 
grow  as  a  person? 

My  SAE  taught  me  about  hard  work, 
responsibility  and  how  to  take  care 
of  something  other  than  me.  Being 
from  a  large  city,  it  really  taught  me 
about  agriculture  and  the  joys  and 
discomforts  that  can  come  with  a  life 
in  agriculture. 

Why  did  you  choose  agricultural 
education  as  your  college  major? 

I  had  a  friend  at  Arlington  Martin 
High  School  who  talked  me  into 
joining  an  ag  class.  Once  I  got 
involved,  I  followed  the  lead  of  some 


Hometown:  Arlington,  Texas 
Age:  21 

Chapter:  Arlington-Martin  FFA 
Advisor:  Kevin  Hamilton 
SAE:  Breeding  beef  heifers,  meat  goats  and 
agricultural  communications 
Education:  Junior  at  Tarleton 
State  University 
Major:  Agricultural  Education 
Favorite  band:  Cross  Canadian  Ragweed 
What  I'm  reading:  "Delivering  Us 
From  Evil"  by  Sean  Hannity 
Favorite  food:  Sushi 
Favorite  TV  re-runs:  I  usually 
watch  sports  or  politics  on  TV, 
but  I  love  "Home  Improvement" 
Hobby:  Watching  Dallas  Cowboys 
football  and  Texas  Ranger  Baseball 
Vehicle:  Ford  Ranger 


awesome  leaders  in  my  FFA  chapter. 
My  first  year,  the  Texas  FFA  president 
and  an  area  officer  both  came  from 
my  chapter.  They're  the  reasons  I  am 
where  I  am  today. 

Tell  us  what  is  was  like  growing  up 
in  Arlington,  Texas. 

Arlington  is  a  very  large  city  in  be- 
tween Dallas  and  Fort  Worth,  home 
of  the  Texas  Rangers.  There  are  more 
shopping  malls  than  there  are  farms 
in  Arlington.  Growing  up  there  was 
interesting  because  there  was  always 
something  to  do  and  something  to  see. 
The  downside  is  that  I  wasn't  exposed 
much  to  agriculture  as  a  kid,  so  I've 
learned  a  lot  through  FFA  and  my 
high  school  and  college  agiculture 
classes. 

What  do  you  do  for  fun  when  you're 
back  home? 

I  am  a  huge  sports  fan.  I  go  to  the 
Ballpark  in  Arlington  and  watch  the 
Texas  Rangers  play  ball  or  to  Texas 
Stadium  to  watch  the  Dallas 
Cowboys.  I  also  love  to  listen  to  Pat 
Green  or  Cross  Canadian  Ragweed,  so 
I  go  to  a  lot  of  concerts. 

Is  this  special  year  going  by  quickly? 

I  have  been  having  so  much  fun,  but 
the  time  does  fly  by.  The  memories 
however,  never  go  away.  • 


ffa/new  horizons 


New  Horizons:  How  have  things  been 
going  since  we  last  spoke  with  you? 
Brad:  It's  been  good.  We've  been  on 
the  road  steady  for  the  last  two  years, 
doing  as  many  shows  as  we  can.  We're 
still  out  300  days  a  year.  We've  had  a 
few  hits  on  the  radio  and  now  we're 
doing  this  Shania  Twain  tour  that's 
popped  up  in  the  last  six  months. 
That's  one  of  the  biggest  things  in  our 
career  to  come  up,  so  things  look 
good  for  the  next  year. 

NH:  How's  the  Shania  tour  going? 
Brad:  It  works  incredibly  well 
because  we  get  lots  of  listeners  that 
maybe  don't  listen  to  country  music 
much,  so  hopefully  we  can  change 
their  mind  and  they  can  become 
Emerson  Drive  fans  and  buy  a  CD.  We 
still  have  to  pinch  ourselves  every 
night  we  get  off  that  stage  because 
she's  given  us  full  reign  of  everything. 
We  get  to  run  around  on  the  center 
stage,  and  we've  got  lights.  It's 
unbelievable  how  good  they  have 
been  to  us. 


Full  speed  ahead 

FFA  New  Horizons  recently 
spoke  with  Brad  Mates.  He's 
the  singer  for  Emerson  Drive, 
the  fast-rising  "y'all-temative" 

band  that  appeared  at  the 
2002  National  FFA  Convention 


NH:  How  did  you  like  performing  at 
the  national  FFA  convention? 
Brad:  That  was  great  for  us  because 
we're  trying  to  hit  a  younger  fan  base 
as  much  as  we  can.  I  think  there  were 
around  8,000  kids  at  the  show  that 
night.  It  was  a  thrill  for  us  to  step  out 
there  and  play  music  for  them,  so 
hopefully  they  like  it. 

NH:  Tell  us  about  "What  If?",  the  new 
record  that's  coming  out  in  June. 
Brad:  I  think  the  group  has  matured  a 
lot  in  the  last  two  years.  We're  all 
really  excited  about  this  new  record 
because  it's  a  step  up  musically  from 
the  last  CD.  And  songwise,  we  got  to 
write  quite  a  bit  more  for  this  CD. 

NH:  Does  the  band  set  goals? 
Brad:  Absolutely.  We've  always  been 
good  at  accomplishing  long  term  goals 
in  a  short  amount  of  time.  It's  the 

chemistry  with  six  guys  focussed  on 
the  same  thing  that  makes  the  ball 
keep  rolling  down  the  road.  • 
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ur  future  and  learn  more  about 
a  John  Deere  Career  Partnership  program  . 
You'll  get  the  latest  technical  training  in  an 
exciting  career  field  that  provides  knowledge 
and  experience  at  the  same  time  in  fields  like 
quality  equipment  repair,  parts  and  service, 
sales  and  even  dealership  management. 
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the  exclusive  opportunities  to  Earn  While 
You  Learn.  Only  from  John  Deere. 
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By  Stephen  Regenold 


BY  THE 
HORNS 

The  bull  Cody  Hutsell  has  raised  for  his  SAE 
program  brings  home  a  world  championship 


that  the  PRCA  crowned  Tahonta  the 
PRCA  2003  Bull  of  the  Year  and  world 
champion — one  of  the  highest 
honors  in  rodeo. 

"All  the  cowboys  love  Tahonta," 
Cody  says.  "I  knew  they  would  vote 
for  him  to  be  the  champion." 

A  HUTSELL  TRADITION 

Raising  rodeo  livestock  runs  deep  in 
the  Hutsell  family.  Cody's  great-great 
grandfather  was  a  horse  trader  in  the 
early  1900s.  His  great  grandfather 
bought  wild  horses  from  Native 
Americans  and  toured  them  from 
rodeo  to  rodeo  all  summer  long  for 
several  years.  And  Cody's  grandfather, 


Right  from  the  start,  Cody  Hutsell 
knew  the  bull  he  was  raising 
would  be  a  champion. 

"The  first  cowboy  to  ever  try  and 
ride  him  was  bucked  off  in  less  than 
four  seconds,"  says  the  17-year-old 
FFA  member  from  Harrington, 
Washington. 

That  first  cowboy  thrown  into  the 
dirt  was  only  the  beginning.  Over  the 
next  two  rodeo  seasons,  Cody  took 
his  bull,  named  Tahonta,  to  dozens 
of  events  throughout  the  Northwest. 
One  after  the  next,  the  best  cowboys 
on  the  rodeo  tour  flew  off  the  bull 
almost  as  soon  as  they  left  the  chute. 

In  total,  only  three  people 
managed  to  stay  on  Tahonta  for  the 
required  eight-second  duration  that, 


in  rodeo  rules,  marks  a 
bull  fairly  ridden. 
Tahonta  threw  dozens  of 
others  off  his  back.  An 
average  ride  on  Tahonta 
was  about  four  seconds, 
Cody  says,  although 
some  cowboys  were 
thrown  off  in  as  little  as 
1.5  seconds. 

Cody,  who  has  incorporated  the 
raising  and  managing  of  his  bull  into 
his  FFA  supervised  agricultural 
experience  (SAE)  program,  had 
enough  confidence  in  Tahonta 's  abili- 
ties to  take  the  bull  to  the  Professional 
Rodeo  Cowboys  Association's  (PRCA) 
world  championship  event  in  Las 
Vegas  this  past  December.  It  was  there 


Staying  on  Tahonta 
for  eight  seconds  is  no 
easy  task.  That's  why 
the  world's  top  rodeo 
cowboys  voted  him 
the  2003  PRCA  Bull  of 
the  Year.  Cody  Hutsell 
raised  Tahonta  for  his 
supervised  agricultural 
experience  (SAE). 


Don  Hutsell,  currently  owns  the  Big 
Bend  and  Flying  Five  companies,  two 
major  operations  that  supply  horses 
and  bulls  to  many  rodeos  in  the 
region.  Several  Big  Bend  and  Flying 
Five  animals  have  won  world 
champion  titles  over  the  years. 

"We  focus  on  good  breeding,  good 
nutrition  and  good  conditions,"  says 
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Dawnel  Hutsell,  Cody's  mother  and 
an  experienced  rodeo  livestock 
breeder  herself.  "Raising  rodeo  bulls 
and  horses  is  just  in  the  Hutsell 
blood." 

Cody  began  raising  and  taking 
care  of  his  own  cows  and  bulls  when 
he  was  a  sixth  grader.  He  raised  and 
sold  several  calves  as  a  young 
teenager.  Tahonta,  his  third  bull,  was 
born  on  March  9,  1998.  Tahonta's 
father,  Cody  says,  proved  to  be  a 
mediocre  rodeo  bull,  and  his  mother 
was  a  Red  Brangus  cow.  Cody  raised 
Tahonta  from  a  shaky  calf  into  the 
2,000-pound,  5-foot-l-inch  beast  that 
he  is  today. 

"He's  nothing  but 

solid  muscle,"  Cody 

says. 

BULL  BUSINESS 

Beyond  the  physical 
aspects  of  raising  the 
bull  and  bringing 
him  to  rodeos,  Cody 
became  immersed  in 
the  business  side  of 
the  operation. 

With  the  help  of 
Brad  Watkins,  his  FFA 
advisor,  Cody  kept 
records  of  feed  and 
supplies  Tahonta 
needed,  managed  the 
income  generated 
from  the  rodeos  and 
stayed  on  top  of  the 
other  business  and 
financial  responsibilities. 

Watkins  made  sure  Cody  did  all 
the  work  managing  Tahonta.  He 
coached  and  advised  Cody  while 
Tahonta  grew  into  a  champion  bull. 
"The  management  of  Tahonta  has 
been  like  an  intense  internship  for 
Cody,"  says  Watkins,  who  teaches 
Cody  at  Davenport  High  School.  "I 
see  this  kind  of  education  where  kids 
get  out  of  the  classroom  and  try 
something  new  or  interesting  to  be 
very  valuable.  It  gives  real-world 
experience.  It  can  literally  kick  off  a 
student's  career." 

That  type  of  career  push  is  exactly 
what  Cody  was  hoping  for.  Even 
though  he  is  only  in  the  10th  grade, 
Cody  has  some  ambitious  goals: 
After  finishing  high  school  and  going 

ffa/new  horizons 


to  college,  where  he  says  he'd  like 
to  study  graphic  design,  he  wants  to 
start  his  own  rodeo  livestock 
company. 

"Even  though  rodeo  stock  is  a 
family  thing  that  I've  grown  up  with, 
I  did  learn  a  lot  about  the  business 
side  of  raising  bulls  by  going  through 
the  SAE  program,"  Cody  says. 

One  of  the  most  important  things 
he  learned  is  this — that  the  job  takes 
more  work,  more  time  and  more 
money  than  he'd  anticipated. 

ON  HIS  OWN 

"Cody  now  has  the  best  bull  in  the 
country,"  Watkins  says.  "The  bull's 
stock  and  value  has  gone  up 
tremendously  since  Cody  began 
bringing  him  to  rodeos  more  than  two 
years  ago." 

The  immediate  plan  with 
Tahonta,  Cody  says,  is  to  sell  the  bull 
to  his  grandfather,  who  can,  in  turn, 
sell  the  bull's  semen  to  other  rodeo 
companies  for  use  in  artificial 
insemination.  With  the  PRCA  Bull  of 
the  Year  endorsement,  that  could 
mean  big  money. 

After  selling  Tahonta,  Cody  plans 
to  put  the  money  he'll  earn  in  a 
college  savings  account. 

In  a  few  years,  when  he  can  start 
his  own  rodeo  livestock  business, 
he'll  use  Tahonta's  semen  to  attempt 
to  breed  another  champion  bull. 

"Tahonta  has  been  a  great  bull — 
not  only  in  die  rodeos,"  Cody  says. 
"He's  fierce  in  the  rodeo  when  he 
needs  to  be,  but  at  home  in  the  field  I 
can  walk  right  up  to  him  and 
scratch  his  ear.  I  think  he  kind  of 
likes  it."  • 


An  SAE  of  your  own 

With  more  than  300  career 
opportunities  in  agriculture,  a 
supervised  agricultural  experi- 
ence (SAE)  program  is  a  great 
career  exploration  tool  that  can 
lead  to  the  way  to  a  promising 
career.  You'll  learn  to  earn  money, 
motivate  yourself,  gain  valuable 
experience  and  make  yourself 
eligible  for  FFA  proficiency 
awards.  To  learn  more,  visit 
ffa.org  and  talk  to  your  advisor. 
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2  brand  new  songs 

C   jincluding 

The  Wrong  Girl" 


Never  Again,  Again 

You've  Got  To  Talk  To  Me 

The  Fool 

A  Little  Past  Little  Rock 

(Now  You  See  Me)  Now 
You  Don't 

I'll  Think  Of  A  Reason  Later 

I  Hope  You  Dance 

Ashes  By  Now 

Why  They  Call  It  Falling 

Something  Worth 
Leaving  Behind 

Mendocino  County  Line 
(with  Willie  Nelson) 

Does  My  Ring  Burn 
Your  Finger 

The  Wrong  Girl  "ift*- 

ime  For  Me  To  Go  "Iff*" 

Available  Now 
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By  Erich  Gaukel 


trade  places  with 
students  from 
The  Republic 
of  Georgia 


When  the  Soviet  Union 
broke  apart  14  years  ago, 
The  Republic  of  Georgia 
declared  independence  and  became 
its  own  nation.  Today,  this  new 
democracy — based  on  a  free  market 
economy — is  struggling  to  get  back  on 
its  feet  after  years  of  reliance  on  the 
Soviet  system. 

The  small  agricultural  community 
of  Gavazi  has  struggled  mightily  since 
the  Soviet  pullout.  The  area's 
infrastructure — the  roads,  electrical 
service  and  running  water — has 
collapsed,  the  market  for  agricultural 
products  has  disappeared  and  good 
jobs  are  scarce. 

Last  year,  California's  Esparto  FFA 
Chapter  began  an  exchange  program 
with  the  Gavazi  community.  The 
goals — to  help  Gavazi 's  agricultural 
industry  become  self-sufficient  and  to 
broaden  the  horizons  of  both  Ameri- 
can and  Georgian  students. 

A  PERFECT  MATCH 

Esparto  FFA  Advisor  Jim  Schulte,  a 

longtime  exchange  proponent,  set  the 


wheels  in  motion  for  this 
program — coordinated  by  World 
Link,  Inc.  and  sponsored  by  the  U.S. 
State  Department — when  he  heard 
about  the  opportunity  several  years 
ago.  Without  really  knowing  if  it 
would  ever  happen,  he  submitted  an 
application  and  then  waited — and 
waited.  "They  finally  called  me  up 
and  said  that  the  grant  was  coming 
through."  Schulte  says. 

As  a  primer  for  the  two-year 
Gavazi  exchange,  Schulte  first 
enrolled  Esparto  High  School  in  the 
U.S.  State  Department's  Future 
Leaders  Exchange  (FLEX)  program,  in 
which  American  schools  host 
students  from  former  Soviet  nations. 
The  FLEX  students  visiting  Esparto 
stay  in  the  U.S  for  an  entire  school 
year.  And,  while  they're  technically 
not  a  part  of  the  Gavazi  exchange,  they 
enhance  the  entire  experience 
because  they  become  FFA  members, 
and  they  serve  as  translators  for  the 
Gavazi  students,  who  stay  a  month. 

The  impetus  for  the  exchange 
came  from  Georgia's  minister  of 


agriculture,  who  contacted  the  U.  S. 
government  a  few  years  ago,  seeking 
assistance  for  Gavazi's  agricultural 
community.  The  State  Department 
then  sought  a  U.S.  partner  that 
mirrored  Gavazi  in  terms  of  its 
agriculture,  population,  geography 
and  climate.  Esparto  fit  the  profile. 

With  the  added  help  of  the  U.S. 
Embassy  in  Georgia,  World  Link, 
Inc.,  the  Esparto  Lions  Club,  the 
University  of  California-Davis  and 
many  other  organizations  and 
businesses,  the  stage  was  set  for  a  two- 
year  exchange  that  would  involve  two 
month-long  visits  by  Americans  to 
Georgia  and  vice-versa.  To  date,  the 
Americans  have  visited  Gavazi  once 
and  the  Georgians  have  visited 
Esparto  twice.  The  exchange  will 
conclude  when  the  Esparto  FFA  sends 
a  delegation  abroad  this  summer. 

EXCHANGE  UNDERWAY 

By  all  accounts,  the  program  has  been 
an  astonishing  success  from  both  an 
agricultural  standpoint,  and  from  the 
friendships  and  cultural  discoveries 
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that  have  emerged  among  the 
American  and  Georgian  students. 

Esparto  FFA  member  Erin 
Harrington  is  one  of  the  four  FFA 
members  who  made  the  5,000-mile 
trip  to  Georgia  last  summer.  Coming 
from  California's  arid  Central  Valley, 
he  quickly  noticed  a  big  difference 
between  grape-growing  back  home 
and  in  Georgia. 

"Their  viticulture  practices  are  a 
lot  different  than  ours,"  he  explains. 
"We're  always  water-conscious 
around  here — we  need  to  conserve. 
In  Georgia,  water  is  everywhere.  They 
have  too  much  water.  They  have 


Opposite:  A  multi-national  group 
of  FFA  members  in  California, 
including  (from  left)  Theona 
Khabeishvili,  Kakha  Bulia,  Marilu 
Castenada,  Erin  Harrington  and 
Odina  Qodirova.  Above:  Hallie 
Muller  and  Marilu  Castenada  with 
new  friends  in  Georgia. 

drainage  systems  just  to  try  to  get  rid 
of  the  water  out  in  the  fields.  That  was 
incredibly  weird  to  us." 

Joining  Erin  on  the  trip  were 
FFA  members  Marilu  Castenada, 
Hallie  Muller  and  Matt  Schulte,  plus 
four  adults — FFA  advisors  Jim  Schulte 
and  Mark  Perkins,  Hallie's  father  Paul 
(an  organic  farmer)  and  Andrew  Lee, 
a  graduate  student  with  expertise  in 
Integrated  Pest  Management. 

The  American  team  worked 
closely  with  their  host  families  and 
other  local  farmers.  According  to 
Mark  Perkins,  the  two  groups 
compared  notes  by  asking  each  other 
such  simple  questions  as  "What's  your 
biggest  problem?"  and  "What's  your 
biggest  expense?" 

The  Americans  offered  tips  on 


Integrated  Pest  Management  and  some 
low-tech  solutions  and  advice  on  how 
to  deal  with  two  moisture-related 
problems  that  have  long  frustrated 
grape  growers  in  Gavazi — -bunch  rot 
and  powdery  mildew. 

Treating  these  afflictions  is  not 
cost  effective,  so  the  American 
delegation  is  now  looking  into  the 
possibility  of  introducing  a  resistant 
grape  variety  developed  by  Cornell 
University  in  New  York. 

PLANTING  A  NEW  FFA 

At  Gavazi's  Secondary  School,  Erin, 
Hallie  and  Marilu  worked  with  Gavazi 
students  to  start  the  very  first  Future 
Farmers  of  Georgia  (FFG)  chapter. 
With  the  help  of  the  Esparto  FFA 
advisors  and  the  Gavazi  teachers,  the 
joint  group  of  students  developed  a 
program  of  activities,  elected 
chapter  officers  and  started  a  test  plot 
on  the  school  grounds. 

The  Esparto  FFA-Gavazi  FFG 
partnership  is  placing  community 
service  near  the  top  of  its  priority  list. 
They  didn't  have  to  look  far  for  their 
first  project — the  crumbling  Gavazi 
Secondary  School  building.  In 
desperate  need  of  repair,  the  structure 
is  plagued  by  broken  furniture,  holes 
in  the  walls  and  a  lack  of  basic 
services,  such  as  heat,  electricity  and 
running  water. 

Erin,  Marilu  and  Hallie  helped  the 
Gavazi  students  design  their  own  FFG 
emblem.  They  used  the  FFA  emblem 
as  a  model.  "We  did  symbols  that 
represent  Georgia,"  Erin  says.  They 
included  the  sun,  a  grape  leaf,  the 
Georgian  flag,  and  a  globe,  which,  he 
says,  signifies  international 
cooperation. 

The  experience  of  creating  some- 
thing together  formed  a  common 
bond  between  the  groups  of  students. 
It  also  deflated 
some  unflattering 
and  long-lasting 
negative  feelings 
the  Soviets  spread 
about  Americans 
during  the  Cold 
War.  Before  going 
back  home,  Erin 
says,  the  Georgians 
"said  that  they 
always  heard  that 


Americans  were  bad  and  rude.  That 
was  one  of  things  that  I  was  really 
happy  about — that  we  were  able  to 
break  a  lot  of  the  stereotypes  they  had 
about  Americans." 

Marilu,  who  has  strong  Mexican 
roots,  found  something  very 
comforting  and  familiar  in  Gavazi, 
where  extended  families  stay  very 
close  together — both  socially  and 
georgraphically.  "I  grew  up  in  a 
conservative  culture,  so  I  felt  very  at 
home  there,"  she  says. 

GOING  BACK 

This  fall,  the  Esparto  FFA  Chapter 
will  send  a  new  group  of  students  to 
Gavazi.  Here  are  some  of  the  items 
on  the  agenda — to  continue  develop- 
ing Gavazi's  FFG  chapter  and  to  help 
the  farmers  understand  and  imple- 
ment basic  agricultural  business  and 
marketing  strategies. 

There  are  hard  decisions  to  be 
made  in  Gavazi,  according  to  Mark 
Perkins.  "The  truth  of  the  matter  is 
there's  a  worldwide  glut  of  grapes," 
he  says.  For  Georgian  growers  to 
expand  into  world  markets  would 
require  major  investment  and  major 
changes  in  how  the  grapes  are  grown 
and  processed. 

On  their  next  visit,  the  Americans 
will  recommend  that  their  Georgian 
counterparts  consider  diversifying 
their  operations.  This  would 
decrease  the  reliance  on  a  single  crop, 
it  would  spread  the  financial  risk  over 
several  crops,  and  it  would  reduce  the 
spread  of  common  grape  diseases  and 
pests. 

It  will  be  a  tough  sell  in  a  place 
where  wine  has  been  produced  for  six 
centuries,  but  it  might  be  the  best 
chance  for  success  in  Georgian 
agriculture — and  the  livelihood  of 
those  who  call  Gavazi  home.  • 


WEB  LINKS 


For  more  information  on  international 
opportunities,  including  trips,  exchanges  and  hosting 
programs,  visit  the  following  websites  ■  The  National 
FFA  Organization:  www.ffa.org/programs/global/ 
■  World  Link,  Inc:  www.worldlinkinc.org/  ■  The  U.S. 
State  Department:  exchanges.state.gov/education/ 
citizens/students/  ■  Toyota  Youth  For 
Understanding  Institute:  www.yfu-usa.org 


ffa/new  horizons 
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Community  Development 

Re-Cycled 

Thanks  to  a  New  Hampshire  FFA  Chapter, 
underprivileged  kids  are  now  riding  bicycles 


By  Chris  Hayhurst 

To  ride  a  bike  is  easy.  To  take 
one  apart  and  rebuild  it  from 
scratch — that's  a  different 
story.  Why,  then,  would  an  FFA 
chapter  from  Exeter,  New  Hampshire, 
full  of  students  with  technical 
know-how  in  things  other  than 
bicycle  repair,  choose  to  devote 
nearly  seven  weeks  to  bringing  old 
and  dilapidated  two-  and  three- 
wheelers  back  to  life?  Simple:  It  was 
time  to  give  back  to  the  community. 

"BIKES  FOR  TYKES" 

For  FFA  members  at  the  Seacoast 
School  of  Technology  (SST),  it  would 
be  a  three-step  process:  First,  convince 
people  to  donate  their  old  and 
unwanted  bikes.  Second,  take  the 
bikes  and  fix  them  up.  And  third, 
redistribute  them  to  underprivileged 
children  in  time  for  Christmas. 

There  would  be  help  along  the 
way — mainly  from  employees  of 
locally  headquartered  Timberland 
Pro,  who  would  donate  their  time  and 
skills  as  part  of  a  company-wide 
commitment  to  community  service. 

Local  bike  shops  would  also  chip 
in  with  badly  needed  parts  and — to 
the  relief  of  all  those  involved — 


mechanical  expertise.  As  SST  senior 
and  FFA  chapter  vice  president  Eric 
Paul  pointed  out,  bicycles  were  not 
his  strong  point.  "I  had  changed  a 
tire  here  and  there  at  home,"  he 
recalls.  "But  I  had  never  done 
anything  like  this.  Everything  we  did 
here  we  learned  on  the  spot." 

STARTING  FROM  SCRATCH 
Of  course,  some  students  did  know 
a  thing  or  two  about  bike  repair,  and 
they  were  happy  to  share  their  skills. 
And  others,  like  Eric,  took 
techniques  learned  in  welding  and 
other  classes  and  put  them  to  work. 

By  grinding  and  sanding,  for 
instance,  they  were  able  to  strip  the 
old  frames  of  rust  and  grime  before 
applying  new  paint,  stickers  and 
decals.  Others  used  organizational 
talents  to  keep  things  in  order,  or  their 
research  skills  to  find  solutions  to 
thorny  problems.  Few,  however,  had 
a  clue  when  it  came  to  one  of  the 
hardest  apects  of  the  job — soliciting 
donations. 

Teams  of  students  swept  through 
town,  hitting  everything  from  police 
stations  to  other  schools,  from  bike 
shops  to  faculty  and  parents.  They 


wrote  press  releases  and  sent  them  out 
to  the  media.  They  posted  fliers. 

PULLING  IT  ALL  TOGETHER 
In  the  end,  they  had  buckets  of  parts, 
piles  of  helmets,  plenty  of  expert  help 
and  more  than  100  bikes.  "These  kids 
took  on  a  huge  project,"  points  out 
FFA  chapter  advisor  Anne  DeMarco. 
"And  they  came  through  in  the  end." 
It's  difficult  to  describe  just  how 
meaningful  a  project  like  SST's  Bikes 
for  Tykes  can  be  to  a  community.  But 


Even  though  they  had  little  expertise 
in  fixing  up  bicycles,  these  FFA 
members  learned  and  got  it  done. 

ask  those  who  participated  and  they'll 
tell  you  about  the  smiling  faces  they 
saw  at  Christmas,  the  kids  they've 
witnessed  pedaling  around  town  on 
their  new  wheels  and  the  sense  of 
camaraderie  they  felt  as  they  worked 
with  each  other  to  achieve  their  goal. 
"We  wanted  to  give  back,"  says 
SST  senior  and  chapter  secretary  Jess 
Nichols.  "And  now  it  just  feels  great 
to  have  made  a  difference  in 
someone's  life."  • 


WEB  LINKS 


For  more  information  about  other  community  service  projects,  visit: 
The  National  FFA  Organization:  www.ffa.org/chapters/ 
Timberland  Pro:  www.timberland.com/cgi-bin/timberland/timberland/candj/tim_splash.jsp 
U.S.  Environmental  Protection  Agency:  www.epa.gov/teachers/community_service_projects.htm 
Toyota:  www.toyota.com/about/community/education/index.html 
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This  FFA  community  development  story  is  brought  to  you  by   GET  THE  FEELING.  TOYOTA. 

-t  toyota.com 


ffa/new  honzons 


If  a  tree  fell  in  the  forest, 

you'd  have  a  heck  of  a  lot  of  firewood. 


All-New  Toyota  Tundra  Double  Cab.  Not  just  big.  Life-sized. 

Life  is  one  giant  haul.  Good  thing  the  All-New  Tundra  Double  Cab  has  arrived.  With  up  to  1,875  lbs: 
this  big  hefty  truck  has  more  payload  capacity  and  more  cargo-carrying  volume-"  than  the  Ford  F-150. 
So  when  it  comes  to  the  really  heavy  questions,  "Will  that  fit  in  my  truck?"  won't  be  one  of  them. 


WfflmSfflmmESm 
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l  Tundra  Double 

i  data  from  forcl.com  12/10/03.  ©2003  Toyota  Motor  Sales.  U.S.A..  Inc. 
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FFA 

in  Lights 


An  FFA  chapter  from 
Maine  builds  a  luminous 
float  for  a  holiday  parade 
and  wins  first  place 

By  Heidi  Libby  and  Amanda 
Scott,  officers  from  the 
Presque  Isle  FFA  Chapter 

Each  year,  we  design  and 
construct  a  float  for  our  town's 
holiday  light  parade.  Even 
though  this  is  a  long  and  time- 
consuming  project,  it  is  a  great  time 


to  build  teamwork  and  get  to  know 
each  other  a  little  better.  It  also  helps 
us  gain  important  skills,  such  as 
keeping  track  of  our  chapter's  money, 
managing  our  time  better  and 
building  better  relationships  with  our 
community  supporters. 

The  theme  of  our  float  was  "FFA 
Around  the  USA."  We  came  up  with 
the  idea  after  attending 
the  national  FFA 
convention,  whose 
theme  was  "Living  the 
Legacy."  We  wanted  to 
show  our  town  that  FFA 
existed  nationally,  not 
just  in  Northern  Maine. 

So  we  borrowed  a 
30-foot  utility  trailer  from  our 
school's  farm,  welded  on  railings  and 
then  wrapped  them  in  gold  wrapping 
paper.  Next,  we  cut  out  letters, 
painted  them  navy  blue,  wired  them 
to  the  railings  and  wrapped  lights 
around  them.  On  the  bottom  of  the 
trailer,  we  hung  icicle  lights  and  little 
glittery  snowflakes.  The  inside  of  the 


trailer  held  two  decorated  Christmas 
trees,  one  on  each  end,  and  in  the 
middle  was  a  pole  with  the  FFA 
emblem  and  spotlights  on  each  side. 

The  local  John  Deere  dealership 
loaned  us  a  tractor,  which  pulled  the 
trailer.  We  covered  every  inch  of  the 
tractor  in  white  lights. 

We  are  proud  to  say  that  our  hard 


work  and  dedication  paid  off  in  a  big 
way  this  year.  The  parade  lineup 
consisted  of  one  hundred  floats,  and 
the  judges  picked  ours  as  the  best.  This 
was  the  first  year  that  our  FFA  float 
had  ever  received  first  place.  Our 
pride  outweighed  the  bitter  winter 
winds,  as  we  cranked  FFA  music  and 
danced  down  the  street.  • 


EMERSON  DRIVE 

What  If? 

What  If?: 
YOU  HAD  6  INCREDIBLE  MUSICIANS 

What  If?: 

YOU  WERE  NAMED 

ACM  TOP  NEW  VOCAL  GROUP  OF  2003 

What  If?: 

YOU  WERE  CURRENTLY  ON  TOUR 

WITH  SHANIA  TWAIN 

What  If?: 
YOUR  PRODUCER  IS  RICHARD  MARX 


'S 


What  If?: 

YOUR  NEW  SMASH  SINGLE  IS 

"Last  One  Standing" 


AVAILABLE  6/29  AT  TARGET 


EMERSON  ORIVE.COM  *  DREAMWORKSNASH 
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Calendar  of  Events 


Inside  This  Issue 


S 


C     Stationed  By  the  Door 


D     75th  Indiana  FFA  State  Convention 


E     Former  Member  Uses  FFA  to  Jump  Start  His  Career 


F     Student  Spotlight 


H-l     Big  Owls  Make  a  Big  Difference 


Summer  Plans?  Consider  This... 

Indiana  FFA  Grows  a  New  Partnership  with  Monsanto 


K  CDE's  with  a  Focus  on  Your  Future 

L  Rossville  FFA  Members  Constructing  Strong  Foundations 

|VI  Stationed  By  the  Ear  of  Corn 

N  FFA  Member  Finds  Passion  in  Agribusiness 

O  Rose  Acres  Believes  in  the  Future  of  Agriculture 
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1      State  Horse  and  Pony  CDE,  Purdue  University 

State  Agriscience  Applications  due  postmarked 
e     State  H.O.  Sargent  Award  Applications  due  postmarked 
State  Agri  Entrepreneur  Applications  due  postmarked 
State  Project:  IMPACT  applications  due  postmarked 

State  Agricultural  Mechanics  CDE 
o     State  Forestry  CDE 
**     State  Floriculture  CDE 

State  Nursery/Landscape  CDE 

State  Convention  Delegates  Due  Postmarked 
1  -y     State  Chorus  Applications  Due  Postmarked 

State  Officer  Application  Phase  II  Due  Postmarked 
WLC  Bus  Trip  Registration  Due 


22 


State  Dairy  CDE,  Purdue  University 
State  Livestock  CDE,  Purdue  University 
State  Poultry  CDE,  Purdue  University 


31 


State  Leadership  CDE  Speeches  and  Applications 
(4  copies)  Due  to  State  Office 


1 4     State  FFA  CDEs 


1 5-1  7     75th  State  FFA  Convention,  Purdue  University 


21-27     WLC  Bus  Trip 


Indiana  FFA  Staff 

John  Demerly  Association  Executive  Director 

Christian  MacKinnon  Foundation  Executive  Director 

Robert  Juncker  State  Advisor 

Abby  Dougherty  Program  Specialist 

Brian  Buchanan  Program  Specialist 

Samantha  Lucy  Newsletter  Editor 

Joshua  Coleman  Newsletter  Designer 

2003-2004  State  Officer  Team 
Shane  Hageman  President 
Jessica  Geisler  Secretary 
Mikki  Marshall  N.R.  Vice  President 
Michael  McDaniel  S.R.  Vice  President 
Amber  Ebbert  Treasurer 
Tim  Green  Reporter 
Micah  Haltom  Sentinel 


Micah  Jo  Haltom,  2003-2004  Indiana  FFA  State  Sentinel 


Qa&t  Qactl  aUud  Miccdt 

Parents:  Brad  and  Cindy  Stone 

Siblings:  Jed,  Lucas,  and  Kassidy 

Favorite  Food:  Pumpkin  Ice  Cream 

FFA  Activity:  Parliamentary  Procedures,  Ag  Sales 

Favorite  FFA  Memory:  I  enjoy  just  hanging  out  in  the  a£ 

room  talking,  telling  funny  stories,  and  coming  up  with 

crazy  things  to  do. 

Favorite  Sport:  Football 

Favorite  TV  Show:  One  Tree  Hill 


FFA  Timeline 


1  3     Attended  Jr.  High  Recruitment  Trip  to  Trafalgar 
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Joined  the  FFA 

Competed  at  first  contest  -  soils 


1 5     4th  place  at  state  for  creed 
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17 


18 


Elected  as  district  treasurer 

Lost  in  chapter  interviews  to  run  for  district  office 


Lost  extemporaneous  public  speaking 


Elected  as  chapter  secretary 


Lost  ag  sales  demo 
Elected  as  state  sentinel 


£a+ne  *1lio*UfUU.  about  MicaU... 

Micah  is  one  of  the  hardest  working,  most  professional  FFA 
members  I've  ever  had  the  opportunity  to  work  with.  From 
the  moment  she  became  an  FFA  member,  I  could  tell  she  was 
going  to  do  great  things  in  the  Riverton  Parke  FFA  &  for  the 
Indiana  FFA.  She  loves  making  lives  better  for  all  FFA  mem- 
bers. If  I  had  a  daughter,  I'd  want  her  to  be  just  like  Micah. 

-  Mr.  Craig  Newby,  FFA  Advisor 

I've  never  seen  anyone  that  can  motivate  you  like  Micah  does. 
She  has  the  unique  ability  to  spread  her  attitude  to  those 
around  you.  When  she  says  everything  is  going  to  be  alright, 
it  will.  That's  the  kind  of  girl  she  is. 

-  Brian  Gum,  friend 

No  matter  what  she  is  doing,  Micah  is  always  very  dedicated. 
She  knows  that  when  she  has  a  job  to  do,  she  is  always  re- 
minded of  the  saying,  "Am  I  doing  a  good  job,  or  just  a  good 
enough  one."  She  always  works  hard  in  what  she  does. 

-  Cindy  Stone,  mother 

When  asked  about  her  sister,  Kassidy  will  point  to  her  eye 
and  say  "I"  then  cross  her  arms  across  her  chest  and  say  "love" 
and  then  point  to  Micah  and  yell  "SIS".  She  misses  Micah 
dearly  when  she  is  away,  and  even  at  such  a  young  age  looks 
up  to  and  learns  from  Micah. 

-  Kassidy,  sister,  age  2,  with  help  from  her  mother 

Micah  and  I  have  been  best  friends  forever.  She  is  one  of  the 
most  hard-working,  honest,  and  easygoing  people  I  know. 
She  always  has  a  smile  on  her  face,  and  knows  just  how  to 
make  you  laugh.  She  knows  how  to  comfort  you  and  is  al- 
ways there  when  you  need  a  shoulder  to  cry  on.  Micah  al- 
ways told  me  to  go  for  "whatever  puts  your  skittles  at  the  end 
of  your  rainbow." 

-  Catie  Virotsko,  friend 


The  state  officer  team  voted  Micah  most 
likely  to  finally  be  the  one  to  get  the  state 
officer  guys  back  for  all  of  their  pranks. 

Micah's  future  plans  include  going  to 
Purdue  University  and  majoring  in 
Agricultural  Economics.  From  there  she 
hopes  to  find  an  invigorating  career  in 
the  agricultural  field. 


75th  Indiana  FFA  State 
Convention  Major 
Event  of  the  Summer 
-  Don't  Miss  It! 

By  Shane  Hageman 

I  al©  Indiana  FFA  75th  State  Convention  will  be 
held  June  14th-17th,  2004,  to  celebrate  a  proud  past 
and  promising  future.  This  convention  will  be  like 
none  other  with  activities  planned  for  current  FFA 
members,  as  well  as  partners  and  past  members. 

"I'm  so  excited  about  the  75th  Indiana  FFA  State  Con- 
vention," said  Joel  Fulkerson  of  the  Tri-County  FFA. 

"It's  going  to  be  awesome  with  contests,  a  dance,  guest 
speakers,  the  election  the  new  state  officer  team,  and 
hopefully  a  surprise  or  two  more!" 

The  75th  convention  will  be  packed  with  activities 
for  past  FFA  members,  and  partners.  One  new  event 
this  year  is  the  Local  Heroes  program.  Each  chapter 
has  the  opportunity  to  recognize  current  or  past  FFA 
members  and  supporters  as  Local  Heroes.  These  Lo- 
cal Heroes  will  be  recognized  at  a  special  banquet  on 
Wednesday  evening  during  convention.  At  the  75th 
celebration  session  on  Wednesday  night,  FFA  mem- 
bers and  supporters  -  both  past  and  present  -  can  cel- 
ebrate the  history  and  look  toward  the  future  of  this 
great  organization. 

The  75th  convention  will  be  a  pinnacle  event  in  Indiana 
FFA's  history.  Be  sure  not  to  miss  out  on  being  a  part  of 
history  in  the  making!  For  more  information,  visit  the 
Indiana  FFA  website  at  www.indianaffa.org.  * 


Highlights  of  the  2004 
Indiana  FFA  State  Convention 


Monday 


State  CDEs 

ITPC/IAAE  Chapter  Challenge  and  Hog  Roast 


Section  and  District  Officer  Elections 
State  Proficiency  Interviews 
TuesdaV     Trade  Show  Opens 


Kickoff  Session 
Hoosier  Degree  Session 
FFA  Dance 


Trade  Show 
Wednesday     FFA  Local  Hero's  Reception 

Special  75th  Convention  Session 

Thursday     Elect  2004-2005  State  FFA  Officer  Team 


Golden 
Harvest 


"Contests  and  programs  are  a  good  avenue  to  de- 
velop leadership  skills.  FFA  is  a  great  organization 
to  jumpstart  your  career  and  skills  that  you  need." 

tenant  'Htcfop, 

Former  FFA  member 
Golden  Harvest  Seed  Company  Research  Agronomist 


Former  Member  Uses 

FFA  to  Jump  Start  His  Career 

By  Micah  Haltom 

l\  graduate  and  former  FFA  member  from  the  Franklin  FFA  Chapter 
turned  his  childhood  interest  into  a  career.  Brent  Tharp's  love  for  agri- 
culture began  with  toy  tractors,  but  grew  stronger  with  time.  As  a  teen- 
ager, he  was  involved  with  agriculture  by  working  on  several  different 
farms  and  becoming  involved  with  4-H  and  the  FFA.  Brent  now  works 
as  a  research  agronomist  for  Golden  Seed  Company. 

"Get  involved  in  as  many  programs  and  contests  as  possible,"  advises 
Brent.  "Those  contests  and  programs  are  a  good  avenue  to  develop  lead- 
ership skills.  FFA  is  a  great  organization  to  jumpstart  your  career  and 
skills  that  you  need.  Stay  as  active  as  possible." 

As  an  undergraduate  at  Purdue,  Brent  developed  a  strong  interest  for 
agronomy  where  he  found  that  he  enjoyed  the  hands  on  experience  in 
working  with  crops,  soils,  and  weeds  all  in  one  profession.  He  received 
his  bachelor's  degree  from  Purdue  University  in  the  Department  of  Bot- 
any and  Plant  Pathology.  He  then  went  on  to  Michigan  State  University 
to  receive  both  his  master's  degree  and  Ph.D.  in  weed  science.  Through 
his  graduate  research,  he  was  able  to  work  with  Roundup  Ready  and 
Liberty  Link  corn  and  focus  on  weed  control  with  those  products. 

Brent  began  his  career  with  the  Golden  Seed  Company  in 
Cordova,  IL,  when  he  was  hired  straight  out  of  graduate 
school  as  a  research  agronomist.  Golden  Seed  Company  is 
part  of  the  independently  owned  companies  that  sell  Gold- 
en Harvest  corn.  Brent  has  now  taken  on  the  responsibility 
as  a  corn  products  manager,  where  he  links  the  company's 
research  to  their  sales. 


^^^^^^ 


With  a  job  as  a  research  agronomist,  Brent  is  able  to  have  a 
lot  of  variety  in  what  he  does  depending  on  the  season.  In 
the  spring  and  summer,  he  is  involved  with  preparing  and  planting  test 
plots,  and  then  evaluating,  measuring,  and  maintaining  them.  The  fall 
and  winter  bring  the  harvest  of  the  test  plots,  preparing  data,  and  some 
managing  work.  Brent  enjoys  the  hands  on  part  of  his  research,  and 
says  that  with  the  new  technologies  in  growing  corn,  he  enjoys  under- 
standing and  relating  opportunities  to  growers. 

"Get  involved  in  agriculture  in  any  way  possible,"  Brent  advises  anyone 
interested  in  a  career  in  agronomy.  "There  are  internships  out  there 
for  you.  Get  a  job  on  a  detasseling  crew,  as  a  field  inspector,  or  a  crew 
boss.  Don't  be  afraid  to  approach  employers  and  ask  about  jobs.  You 
will  learn  a  lot  from  those  opportunities."  * 
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"I  always  enjoyed  participating  in  contests 
on  Monday  and  waiting  in  the  hall  with 
my  chapter  to  see  if  we  got  top  four." 

Clic  BaAnaAd 

Senior,  Carroll@  Flora  FFA 
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"I  really  look  forward  to  visiting  with  other  chap- 
ters The  dance  is  a  lot  of  fun  too  because  you  grt 
to  meet  a  lot  of  new  people  from  all  over  the  state. 

Sophomore,  Carroll  @  Fort  Wayne  FFA 


What  is  your  favorite  summertime  activity? 
E-mail  your  answer  to  inffaspotlight@yahoo.com 
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Coming  So  on  J 

The  Indiana  FFA's  75th  Anniversary  History  Book 


I  A  /e  are  pleased  to  offer  this 
VV historical  and  pictorial  look  at 
the  Indiana  FFA  marking  the  75th 
anniversary  of  the  state  organization. 

This  commemorative  book  is  available 
now  at  a  pre-publication  price  of  just 
$29.95  while  production  is  underway. 

You  will  enjoy  this  chronicle  of  the 
proud  history  of  the  Indiana  FFA  for 
years  to  come. 

Order  your  copy  lodziyl 

Just  fill  out  and  send  in  the  order  form 

with  your  check  or  money  order, 

or  call  toll-free  1-888-263-4702 

for  credit  card  orders. 

All  pre-publication  orders  will  receive  a 
Commemorative  Edition  copy. 

Ordbtr  DzudtinB:  May  J  5,  2004 


Features 


8  y2"  xll"  Coffee  Table  Size 

Superior  Photo  Reproduction 

Quality  Printing  &  Binding 

Over  Half  of  Book  In  Color 

Hardbound  Cover 

Acid-Free  Paper 

96  Pages 


A  Qxtalihj  Book 

M.T.  Publishing  Company  takes  the  utmost 
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•  Mikhi  MgmUgII  ,  FFA  Advisor.  Mrs. 

A  simp,e  thank  you  does  not  justify £ *-g*  ^ -  fa-T  ^  my  pas. 
Gwen  Mize  of  the  Manchester  FFA  Wj  She  can  look  a.  a  situation,  no 
sions,  and  my  potential  and  I  am  so  thankful  fcrttat*  ^^ 

matter  what  i,  may  be,  and  make  tt  '^^T^S^E  ag  room  at  Manchester, 
contest  in  Baltimore,  a  road  trip  on  ,h short  bus  or ust  n         g  ^  ^  ^ 

she  always  has  that  same  positive  attitude.  He    sine 
me.oveforagricultureha^ 

much  for  everything  that  you  and  the  merry  posse  have  done  for  me. 


w  "  "' 


•  fleUica  (fettle*. 

The  first  time  1  had  a  M 


ng  his  drill  sergeant  techniques  on  a  student  who  had  been  running  down 

hall.  After  sitting  in  the  class  for  five  minutes  listening  to  him  yell,  he  came 

incing  in  the  room  and  told  us  that  these  next  few  years  in  agriculture  and 

FFA  were  going  to  be  the  most  interesting  we  had  ever  had.  Little  did  he 

iw  how  much  truth  those  words  would  hold  for  me.  From  being  made  to 

sush  ups  to  helping  teach  the  junior  high  students  about  FFA,  Mr.  Holland 

taught  me  many  leadership  skills.  The  past  four  years  of  my  life  has  been 

a  continuous  learning  experience.  Thank  you  for  all  of  the  great  memories, 

learning  experiences,  mini  bus  trips  and  everything  in  between  that  I,  along 

with  every  other  South  Ripley  FFA  member,  have  been  through  on  the  way. 

You  are  definitely  an  inspiration,  role  model,  and  awesome  teacher. 


Holland  experience,  he  was  standing  in  the  hallway 


mm 


•  Shane  Jlaae*na*t  .    . 

I  have  had  threTadvisors  through  my  high  school  career  -  Mr.  Travis  Park,  Mrs. 
Grace  Gochenour,  and  Mr.  Travis  Scherer.  I  saw  Mr.  Park  as  an  energetic  teacher  who 
loved  to  have  fun.  As  1  got  to  know  him  better  I  realized  that  he  was  a  great  leader  and 
wonderful  role  model.  He  always  had  time  to  offer  me  advice  and  just  talk  about  the 
things  going  on.  I  still  remember  the  first  day  I  walked  into  Mrs.  Gochenour  s  class- 
room and  fumbled  over  her  name.  She  said  that  we  could  call  her  "G  for  short  and  of 
course  I  responded,  "What  up,  G."  From  that  point  forward  we  hit  it  off.  She  has  been 
an  inspiration  by  showing  me  the  importance  of  being  organized  and  performing  at 
my  best  Even  though  I  have  only  had  Mr.  Scherer  as  an  advisor  two  years  now,  feel 
the  sincere  care  he  has  for  agriculture  and  FFA  members.  He  has  been  the  one  to  keep 
me  from  getting  too  stressed  out  and  has  constantly  kept  me  thinking  in  a  different 
way  I  am  honored  to  have  not  only  three  great  advisors,  but  three  great  friends. 


Midtaei  Mc3>a*ud. 


have  not  one,  bu,  .wo  ~«?g^£££2  FFA.  are  the  best  teachers. 
Mrs.  Melody  Warner,  advisors  of  the  ^~'  otknow,ng.  They 

coaches,  mentors,  and  friends  1  have  ev     ^ L  *  eg x     g  ^  ^ 

teach  their  students  life  skiUs  -  ^J.  management,  and 
HB  daily  lives.  Lessons  such  as  *™*££X.  Mr.  H.ckey  and  Mrs. 
organization  are  skills  I  am  thankful u 1 , aveever  ^  ^  by 

Warner  are  also  great  teachers  because  he,  are  good  »  ^  ^ 

example.  They  believe  in  what  they  ^^^J^to*  while  Mrs 
students.  M,  Hickey  showed  -  *"J£J*  ■£!£  path.  Mr.  Htckey 
Warner  added  the  encouragement     ncede d  to    o  ^  ^  ]  have 

will  always  be  their  student  and  friend. 


■k  Micali  eMaUam 

Mr.  Craig  Newby,  my  friend,  mentor,  and  advisor  at  Riverton  Parke  High  School, 
has  been  a  person  who  has  taught  me  skills  that  I  will  use  for  the  rest  of  my  life.  Mr. 
Newby  has  helped  me  to  realize  the  importance  of  teamwork,  responsibility,  and 
that  true  leadership  is  growing  leaders  around  you.  He  had  faith  in  me  and  helped 
me  to  find  my  own  potential  for  success.  He  has  shared  with  me  his  love  for  agricul- 
ture, teaching,  learning,  and  his  students.  Whether  we  were  attempting  to  leave  the 
school  on  time  for  an  early  morning  for  a  road  trip  -  crammed  into  a  15-passenger 
van  -  or  back  home  at  the  biggest  little  chapter  in  all  of  Hoosier-land,  we  were  having 
a  good  time  and  making  memories  that  I  know  I  will  always  hold  close  to  my  heart. 
Thank  you  to  the  advisor  who  has  helped  me  to  be  a  big  brave  beautiful  buffalo! 


r AntA&i  Client 


sophomore  year  I  made  th    Z  """S  SMeSS  peoPle  '  know-  My 

firft  person  to  vl™^™^™"  ft"  "^  ^  "*"  ""  * 
hand  to  everyone.  Mr  Webb  is         „„  ^  f°  any°ne'  and  lends  a  helping 

inspiration.  He  encouraged m  t !<  K^u  T  "^  SOmebodr  '  «*«*«  «" 
thing  that ,  might  SStS^S^t^  fa"h  fa  God-  ^  «■  un- 
known a  person  to  put  everything Ton  hi  t  »  ?  ,  enC0UraSement- I  have  never 
of  a  friend.  Through  Mr.  We  Sta8l        tu1'"10'"^^ 


lu.r 


. 


Who  knew  that  when  I  met  my  advisor  that  my  life  would  forever  be  changed? 
When  I  met  Mrs.  Maxie,  the  advisor  of  the  Crothersville  FFA,  I  was  intimi- 
dated by  her  enthusiasm  as  a  teacher,  and  was  rather  shocked  when  she  told 
me  that  the  FFA  and  agriculture  were  not  for  farmers.  Through  her  determi- 
nation, she  got  me  i  nvolved  in  the  FFA  and  soon  1  realized  that  she  was  not  just 
a  teacher  -  she's  a  friend.  She  also  inspired  me  to  become  an  ag  teacher  myself. 
Mrs.  Maxie,  thank  you  for  all  the  rides,  Maxie  tours  and  quizzes,  leg  work,  and 
inspiration.  I  am  where  I  am  and  the  person  1  am  because  of  you.  I'll  always 
remember,  "To  Thy  Own  Self  Be  True." 


Summer  Plans? 
Consider  This. .. 

By  Mikki  Marshall 

}nt  •••Supervised  Agriculture  Experience.  What  in 
the  world  is  that?  Even  though  this  program  may  have  an 
intimidating  title,  it  is  quite  simple  and  rewarding  if  devel- 
oped correctly.  A  Supervised  Agriculture  Experience  (SAE) 
can  consist  of  any  agricultural-related  job  for  which  you 
would  be  willing  to  keep  accurate  records  of  your  time  and 
other  resources  invested  or  earned. 

With  your  program,  you  must  choose  to  be  an  entrepreneur 
and  start  your  own  business,  or  be  employed  by  someone 
else  in  a  placement  program.  For  example,  some  students 
may  have  more  of  a  traditional  SAE  program  which  may 
include  working  on  a  farm  or  starting  your  own  livestock 
operation.  On  the  other  hand,  members  may  be  involved  in 
a  unique  SAE  experience  such  as  starting  an  aquaculture 
program  for  their  chapter,  or  working  for  a  nature  conser- 
vancy. 

"I  wanted  to  be  involved  in  the  SAE  program,  but  I  had  a 
small  amount  of  time  and  money,"  said  Bruce  Cooley,  a  ju- 
nior at  Eastern  Hancock  whose  SAE  was  to  work  for  the 
local  veterinarian.  "Placement  was  the  natural  fit  for  me  in 
my  Equine  Science  program." 

While  the  work  may  sound  tedious  and  time  consuming, 
the  rewards  from  having  a  strong  SAE  program  will  prove 
worth  the  effort.  FFA  members  can  apply  for  awards  in  a 
proficiency  area,  or  they  may  even  apply  for  a  star  award. 


Plus,  you  need  to  have  a  developed  SAE  in  order  to  earn 
your  state  or  American  FFA  degrees.  Advisors  are  a  great 
resource  for  completing  these  applications. 

"Your  SAE  will  teach  you  valuable  lessons  such  as  time  man- 
agement," said  Mandy  Gable,  a  junior  in  the  Manchester 
FFA  Chapter  who  worked  on  her  family's  swine  farm  for 
her  SAE.  "I  have  also  been  able  to  earn  my  state  degree  and 
win  a  district  proficiency  area  in  Agriculture  Service." 

Many  FFA  members  record  the  majority  of  their  time  work- 
ing on  their  SAE  during  the  summer  months.  As  your  sum- 
mer vacation  approaches,  set  goals  for  your  SAE  program 
and  work  hard  to  achieve  them.  Whether  it  is  devoting  20 
hours  a  week  to  your  enterprise  or  developing  a  new  pro- 
gram, strive  to  continually  increase  the  excellence  of  your 
SAE. 

When  starting  your  program,  don't  be  discouraged  or  over- 
whelmed. Cooley  and  Gable  both  advised  to  become  in- 
volved in  an  SAE  that  you  enjoy.  No  matter  what  your  pro- 
gram consists  of,  you  have  countless  opportunities  ahead  of 
you.  Challenge  yourself  to  take  full  advantage  of  them  and 
enjoy  your  rewards.  * 


Indiana  FFA  Grows 

a  New  Partnership  with  Monsanto 


By  Amber  Ebbert 

a  HG  Indiana  FFA  and  Monsanto  have  teamed  up  on 
a  new  educational  program  called  the  Grain  Stewardship 
Initiative.  In  an  effort  to  educate  growers  about  the  market 
for  biotech  corn  and  soybeans,  Monsanto  has  developed  a 
new  program  that  teaches  growers  about  local  opportuni- 
ties and  to  promote  a  better  understanding  of  the  opportu- 
nities that  exist  for  biotech  crops. 

"This  opportunity  to  work  with  Monsanto  is  an  alternative 
way  for  Indiana  FFA  to  bring  in  additional  funds  for  FFA 
Programming,"  said  Abby  Dougherty,  Indiana  FFA  Pro- 
gram Specialist.  "At  the  same  time,  we  are  educating  grow- 
ers about  the  future  of  GMO  grains." 

The  Indiana  FFA  will  participate  in  this  program  by  trav- 
eling around  to  grain  elevators  throughout  the  state  that 
accept  biotech  crops.  At  the  elevators,  FFA  members  will 
install  signs,  distribute  learning  materials,  and  share  infor- 


mation about  Monsanto's  new  program.  The  FFA  will  help 
grain  elevators  communicate  better  with  the  growers  and 
community  members  about  biotech  crops. 

To  get  the  project  rolling,  the  state  officer  team  will  be  trav- 
eling with  FFA  members  to  tour  elevators  in  their  local 
communities.  This  effort  allows  the  management  of  the  lo- 
cal elevators  to  interact  with  the  future  agricultural  leaders 
of  their  communities.  Not  only  does  this  new  partnership 
with  Monsanto  allow  FFA  members  to  interact  with  local 
agricultural  businesses,  but  it  is  also  a  fundraising  oppor- 
tunity for  the  FFA  Foundation.  The  Foundation  has  the  op- 
portunity to  earn  up  to  $63,000  depending  on  how  many 
elevators  are  visited! 

If  you  would  like  more  information  on  the  Monsanto  Grain 
Stewardship  Initiative  please  contact  Mr.  MacKinnon  at 
(317)  878-5464.  • 


May/June  2004 


CDE's  with  a  Focus  on  Your  Future 

By  Michael  McDaniel 

Sell,  Sell,  Sell! 

Do  you  enjoy  FFA  citrus  sales?  Would  you  like  to  take  that  activity  one  step  further?  The  Agriculture  Sales 
CDE  is  quickly  nearing  and  now  is  the  time  to  start  preparing.  The  purpose  of  this  CDE  is  to  provide  an 
individual  with  the  basic  skills  needed  to  jump  start  a  career  in  sales.  To  do  well  you  will  have  to  learn  com- 
munication skills,  have  thorough  knowledge  of  your  product,  and  learn  the  importance  of  the  sales  process 
and  how  to  maintain  customers. 

Your  team  of  two  to  four  FFA  members  will  demonstrate 
skills  in  a  variety  of  different  ways,  including  team  sales, 
customer  relations,  and  product  knowledge.  The  Ag  Sales 
CDE  is  a  great  chance  to  meet  new  people,  build  teamwork 
skills,  and  be  eligible  for  awards  and  scholarships.  The  Ag 
Sales  CDE  will  be  held  at  Heritage  High  School  July  15, 
2004.  For  further  information,  visit  www.indianaffa.org. 


Careers  in  the  Sales  Field 


Agricultural  Supply  Management 

Consumer  Brand  Management 

Commodity  Merchandising 

Professional  Farm  Management 

Loan  Officer 

Animal  Pharmaceuticals  Sales  Representative 


Food  Science  Isn't  Just  Cooking 

Have  you  ever  been  eating  a  new  food  snack  and  wondered  how  it  was  developed?  Well,  the  Food  Science  and 
Technology  Career  Development  Event  will  give  you  some  insight  into  the  world  food  product  development. 
The  purpose  of  this  event  is  to  encourage  students  to  explore  the  fields  of  food  science  and  technology,  market- 
ing and  management.  In  this  team  contest,  you  will  have  to  develop  a  new  product  to  meet  a  specific  scenario. 

During  the  Food  Science  CDE,  you  and  your  team  will 
participate  in  a  marketing  activity,  test  your  food  safety 
and  food  quality  knowledge,  and  smell  foods  to  try  to 
determine  what  they  are!  The  Food  Science  CDE  will  be 
held  at  Heritage  High  School  July  15,  2004.  For  further 
information,  visit  www.indianaffa.org. 


Careers  in  Food  Science  Field 


Xa  Sales  and  Food  Science  CDE  s 


Microbiologist 

Biochemist 

Quality  Assurance  Manager 

New  Product  Development 

Consumer  Education  and  Protection 


JU 


Mark  Your  Calendars 
|y  15,  2004  at  Heritage  HighSchool 


Rossville  FFA  Members 
IPC  Constructing  Strong  Foundations 


By  Micah  Haltom 


Fr/\  members  from  the  Rossville  Chapter  are  con- 
structing their  own  futures.  With  86  members  and 
two  advisors  -  Mr.  Leon  Greives  and  Mr.  Dale  Grif- 
fin -  students  have  the  opportunity  undertake  a  major 
construction  project. 

Students  enrolled  in  the  school's  agriculture  con- 
struction class  take  part  in  the  construction  of  pole 
barns,  additions,  and  homes.  The  school's  industrial 
technology  teacher  began  the  program  building  kit 
homes  and  selling  them.  Once  he  retired,  the  pro- 
gram was  turned  over  to  Mr.  Greives  and  his  students. 
In  the  past  20  years  they  have  been  involved  in  the 
construction  of  the  superintendent's  building,  track 
building,  agriculture  shop,  and  several  other  build- 
ings and  homes  in  the  area. 


„,,.,,,.  ■i.-.»r,.,)M...i  *™»~ 


"The  agriculture  construction  class  gives  FFA  mem- 
bers hands  on  experiences  that  they  will  use  through- 
out their  lives,"  said  Mr.  Greives.  "Every  student  will 
eventually  be  a  home  owner  and  this  class  teaches 
them  practical  skills  they  will  use  in  their  homes  as 
well  as  responsibility  and  time  management." 

Students  enrolled  in  the  agriculture  construction  class 
use  three  class  periods  to  go  to  their  worksite  with  Mr. 
Greives.  The  customer  is  responsible  for  furnishing 
all  building  materials.  The  customer  also  pays  17%  of 
the  materials  costs  to  the  school.  Mr.  Greives  does  the 
planning  and  inventory  for  all  of  the  projects,  and  the 
students  take  part  in  tasks  from  framing  and  hang- 
ing dry  wall  to  painting  and  trimming.  The  program's 


success  and  popularity  has  led  to  a  waiting  period  of 
ten  years  for  those  who  wish  to  have  a  construction 
project  completed  by  the  students! 

The  students  are  currently  working  on  an  addition  to 
the  home  of  one  of  the  FFA  chapter's  former  presidents. 
Several  of  the  students  involved  with  the  construction 
use  their  activities  as  part  of  their  Supervised  Agricul- 
ture Experience. 

"Ag  construction  has  taught  us  about  respect  and  re- 
sponsibility," said  Megan  Barns.  "Without  our  agri- 
culture construction  class,  school  wouldn't  be  fun!"  * 


Jessica  Geisler,  2003-2004  Indiana  FFA  State  Se 


QaAt  Qacti  alxHtt  fl&LLica 

Parents:  John  and  Lisa  Geisler 

Siblings:  Kevin,  16  and  Cody,  13 

FFA  Chapter:  South  Ripley  FFA 

Advisors:  Mr.  Pat  Holland 

Favorite  Sport:  Cross  Country 

Favorite  Food:  Chicken  and  Mashed  Potatoes 

Favorite  Pastime:  Twirling  Baton 

Favorite  memory  with  officers:  Watching  all  of  the  crazy 

stunts  the  boys  would  try  to  pull  and  laughing  at  them  after 

they  always  backfired. 

Favorite  high  school  memory:  All  of  them.  Whether  it  was 

twirling  at  a  floor  show,  or  teaching  the  junior  high  ag  class 

about  FFA,  high  school  has  had  too  many  favorite  memories 

to  write  about. 


FFA  Timeline 


Some  jiuuufltti  about  fJeAAica... 

"Jessica  was  born  on  the  4th  of  July  and  so  she's  always  been 
our  "firecracker"!  Her  independence,  ambition,  spirit  and  en- 
thusiasm in  everything  she  does  started  as  a  toddler  contin- 
ues to  this  day.  These  qualities,  combined  with  her  outgoing 
personality,  have  helped  her  develop  into  a  beautiful  young 
lady  with  leadership  qualities  and  a  promising  outlook.  Her 
dad  and  I  are  very  proud  of  her!" 

-Lisa  Geisler,  Jessica's  Mom 

"No  matter  what,  Jess  will  show  up  with  a  smile!  She's  always 
willing  to  help  out  in  any  situation  and  back  any  choice  that 
you  make.  Jess  and  I  have  so  much  in  common  -  some  people 
even  mistake  us  as  being  sisters.  We  have  many  memories  to- 
gether, and  I  can't  really  thing  of  a  bad  one.  Maybe  we  could 
consider  riding  bikes  seven  miles  a  bad  one!  Even  though 
this  past  year  we  haven't  been  together  much,  our  friendship 
has  still  been  strong  and  it  will  always  be  that  way." 

-Summer  Yelton,  Jessica's  Friend 

"Jessica  really  cares  for  the  younger  generation  and  has  fun 
with  what  she  does." 

-ToddAult 
District  12  President,  and  South  Ripley  FFA  member 


FFA  Member  Finds  Passion  in  Agribusiness 

By  Jessica  Geisler 


j6lll  Dugger,  an  eighteen-year-old  senior  at  Shenan- 
doah High  School,  began  his  FFA  career  when  he  decided 
to  follow  in  his  older  brother's  footsteps.  Growing  up  on 
his  family's  exotic  farm  with  everything  from  llamas  to  a 
herd  of  cows  prepared  Seth  for  a  lot  of  different  opportuni- 
ties that  would  come  his  way. 


Seth  enjoys  his  agriculture  classes  because  they  offer  many 
different  things  to  learn.  He  feels  that  in  an  agriculture 
class,  you  are  always  learning  something  that  you  can  ap- 
ply to  your  everyday  life.  His  favorite  FFA  activity  is  dairy 
evaluation.  He's  competed  at  the  state  level  the  past  three 
years,  and  enjoys  being  successful  in  this  contest.  Howev- 
er, Seth's  real  passion  is  his  SAE  in  home  and  community 
development,  for  which  he  recently  earned  honors  as  the 
District  IX  Star  in  Agribusiness. 

"Without  a  doubt,  Seth  is  one  of  the  most  single-minded, 

hardworking,  determined  students  I've  had,"  says  Mr. 

Hickey,  Seth's  FFA  advisor  at  Shenandoah  High  School. 
"He  is  very  determined  to  achieve  the  goals  he  has  in  life. 

He  is  very  focused,  and  the  hours  of  hard  work  he  puts  in 

are  amazing." 


At  11:45  a.m.  every  day,  Seth  leaves  school  on  his  work- 
study  program  to  work  for  the  family  business,  where 
he  is  part  owner  along  with  his  brother  and  father.  Seth 
remembers  going  with  his  dad  to  work  on  construction 
sites  at  a  young  age.  He  found  an  interest  in  this  even 
when  he  wasn't  old  enough  to  work.  Almost  ten  years  ago, 
Seth's  father  purchased  a  house  to 
remodel.  Seth  and  his  brother  also 
found  an  interest  in  this,  and  later 
the  three  decided  to  start  their  own 
construction  business. 

Today  Seth,  along  with  his  father 
and  brother,  has  expanded  their 
construction  business  to  include 
home  construction  and  excavation. 
A  year  ago,  Seth  founded  a  mow- 
ing company  that  has  now  been 
incorporated  into  the  family  busi- 
ness. All  of  the  business  they  have 
means  a  lot  of  work.  When  Seth 
leaves  after  school,  he  will  head  to 
the  site  he  is  working  on,  and  will 
not  leave  until  about  nine  o'clock 
-  sometimes  even  later. 

Seth's  favorite  part  of  building 
and  remodeling  houses  is  tearing 
out  all  of  the  old  stuff  and  starting 
from  the  beginning.  He  does  the 
roofing,  drywall,  electricity,  and 
plumbing;  he  can  plumb  an  en- 
tire house  in  an  hour.  Learning 
to  do  this  has  taken  much  time  and  effort.  He  has  learned 
from  practice  over  the  past  few  years,  and  to  increase  his 
skills,  he  decided  to  take  a  building  trades  class  at  the 
local  vocational  school.  In  this  class,  they  built  a  4,200 
square  foot  house  over  the  course  of  one  year. 

In  time,  Seth  has  set  goals  to  increase  the  family  business 
in  all  aspects.  One  day  he  wants  to  have  75  houses  and  be 
able  to  employ  enough  laborers  so  that  he  may  manage 
the  construction,  excavating,  and  mowing  businesses.  He 
has  also  set  the  goal  to  retire  at  the  age  of  35,  and  he  might 
very  well  do  it  as  hard  has  he  works.  He  plans  on  going 
straight  to  business  after  graduation  from  high  school.  He 
loves  to  go  fishing,  and  has  just  purchased  a  new  Harley. 
He  hopes  that  after  all  of  his  hard  work  will  pay  off  so  that 
he  may  relax  and  enjoy  his  success. 

"If  you  want  something,  you've  got  to  work  for  it,"  says 
Seth.  "My  dad  always  told  me,  if  you're  not  scared  to  work, 
you  can  achieve  whatever  you  want."  He  feels  this  attitude 
is  what  has  made  him  a  successful  businessman  and  FFA 
member.  * 
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Rose  Acres  Believes  in  the  Future  of  Agriculture 

By  Shane  Hageman 


The  Indiana  FFA  Foundation  is  the  building  block  of  our  organization.  When  partners  invest  in  our  Foundation,  they 
enable  the  Indiana  FFA  to  develop  more  programs  and  other  opportunities  for  members.  Our  partners  are  investing 
directly  into  the  lives  of  FFA  members  through  their  contributions. 

Below  are  some  thoughts  shared  by  Tony  Wesner,  Vice-President  of  Rose  Acre  Farms,  about  his  company  and  why 
they  choose  to  support  the  Indiana  FFA. 


Full  Name  of  Company:  Rose  Acre  Farms  Inc. 
Number  of  Employees:  Approximately  1 ,400 
Location  of  Company  Main  Office:  Seymour,  Indiana 
Years  in  Business:  Since  1 939 
Industry:  Egg  production 


Brief  History  of  Company:  Rose  Acres  is  a  family  owned  egg  farm  with  operations  in  the  rural  heartland  of  America 
dating  back  at  least  1 25  years.  Rose  Acre  Brand  Eggs  came  about  in  the  1 930's,  started  in  Indiana  by  the  Rust  Family.  Early 
on,  eggs  were  sold  at  the  Indianapolis  Farmers  Market  with  eggs  produced  by  the  Rust  farm  located  in  scenic  southern 
Indiana.  The  family  supplemented  those  eggs  by  purchasing  surplus  eggs  from  surrounding  farmers.  By  1955  Rose  Acres 
began  construction  on  the  first  chicken  house  located  in  Seymour,  Indiana.  Business  did  very  well  due  to  the  extremely 
fresh  eggs  produced.  Rose  Acres  has  become  known  for  quality,  value  and  freshness  throughout  the  United  States. 

Number  of  former  FFA  members  employed  by  Rose  Acres:  Not  sure  on  exact  number,  but  estimated  at  1 00  or  more. 

Length  of  partnership  with  Indiana  FFA:  Rose  Acres  has  supported  FFA  either  through  local  channels  or  at  the  state  or 
national  level  for  over  20  years. 

What  are  some  of  the  challenges  your  company  faces?  The  two  greatest  challenges  we  face  are  compliance  with 
ever-changing  environmental  rules  and  dealing  with  the  misconceptions  and  false  information  that  is  put  out  to  the 
public  from  the  animal  rights  groups. 

Why  does  Rose  Acres  choose  to  support  the  Indiana  FFA?  We  choose  to  support  the  FFA  because  we  feel  that  to 
encourage  a  young  individual  to  take  a  look  at  the  egg  industry  as  a  career  we  must  start  at  the  high  school  level  and 
educate  them  about  what  we  do  and  how  we  do  it.  Most  people  have  no  idea  what  is  involved  in  getting  the  egg  from  the 
chicken  to  the  store  shelves. 

How  can  FFA  members  become  involved  with  your  company?  FFA  members  can  be  involved  with  our  company 
through  summer  work,  chapter  tours,  and  after  school  jobs.  Just  ask  and  we'll  find  a  place  that  fits. 

What  type  of  skills  are  you  looking  for  in  potential  employees?  Rose  Acres  looks  for  people  who  want  to  work  here 
as  if  it  were  their  farm.  We  want  people  who  love  animals  and  agriculture.  We  want  people  who  are  forward  thinkers  and 
are  willing  to  think  outside  of  the  box  and  look  for  new  ways  to  do  the  jobs  that  are  more  efficient. 


"Rose  Acres  has  been  a  very  loyal  partner  in  various 
different  capacities.  Building  long  lasting  relation- 
ships with  partners  is  vital  to  an  organization  and 
we  have  done  that  with  Rose  Acre  Farms." 


Indiana  FFA  Program  Specialist 


What  a  journey  this  has  been!  When  we  were  elected  at  last  year's  state  convention,  we  had  no  idea  what  to  expect, 
who  we  were  going  to  encounter,  and  what  memories  were  going  to  be  made.  Each  one  of  us  has  had  the  awesome 
opportunity  to  meet  some  amazing  members,  chapters  and  advisors  throughout  this  year  and  we  would  not  have 
had  it  any  other  way. 

This  year  was  full  of  good  times,  fun  members  and  great  memories,  including: 

•  Rabbit  frying  and  hog-tying  with  Sheridan 

•  Amoeba  tag  with  Adams  Central  and  Whitko  junior  high  members 

-A-  Euchre  with  North  Harrison,  Corydon  Central,  Lanesville  and  South  Central 

•  The  barn  dance  with  Western  Boone 
•k  Summer  cookout  with  Columbus 

•  Go-karting  with  the  Noble  County  FFA  chapters 

•  Ice  skating  with  executive  committee  members 

•  Playing  "Nertz"  with  Tri  High  and  Turkey  Run  FFA  chapters 
■k  Skiing  with  Adams  Central 

•  The  food  fight  and  Clue  at  SOAR 

•  Sledding  with  Carroll  at  Ft.  Wayne 

•  Fear  Factor  at  FIRE 

•  Cooking  out  with  White  River  Valley 

•  Going  to  a  Harrison  High  School  football  game  with  FFA  members 

•  FFA  Days  at  the  Colts  game  and  at  the  rodeo 

. .  .and  all  of  the  chapter  visits  and  conference  moments  in  between!  Thank  you  for  all  of  your  support  throughout  the 
year.  We  loved  working  with  you  and  we  couldn't  have  had  this  much  fun  without  you.  We  are  truly  honored  to  have 
been  in  your  presence  and  each  and  everyone  of  you  made  an  impact  on  our  lives! 

Shane,  Mikki,  Michael,  Jessica,  Amber,  Tim  and  Micah 


Risky  Business 

Avoiding  risk  can  sometimes  be  the  biggest  risk  of  all 


By  Chris  Hayhurst 

Four  years  ago,  as  a  high  school 
freshman,  Bryttni  Westlake 
was  young,  inexperienced 
and  near  the  bottom  rung  of  the 
social  ladder.  She  also  was  a  bit  shy. 
"I  wasn't  exactly  outgoing,"  recalls 
Bryttni,  now  a  student  at  Northwest 
College  in  Powell,  Wyoming.  "I  did 
eventually  step  out  of  my  shell,  but  it 
took  some  time." 

Once  she  did  emerge,  Bryttni  never 
looked  back.  She  joined  the  Wind 
River  FFA.  She  eventually  learned  to 
love  public  speaking  competitions, 
and  she  developed  a  knack  for  dairy 
judging  and  meat  evaluation.  By 
junior  year,  her  peers  elected  her 
chapter  vice  president.  She  ran  for 
president  her  senior  year — and  won. 

Psychologists  will  forever  debate 
why  some  people  put  their  necks  on 
the  line,  while  others  refuse  to  take 
risks — why  it  is  that  one  man  will 
jump  from  an  airplane  with  just  a 
parachute  on  his  back  while  another 
won't  even  fly. 

So  what  drove  Bryttni  to  risk 
leaving  her  "shell"?  What  made  her 
move  into  the  spotlight,  a  place  where 
all  would  know  whether  she  won  or 
lost,  succeeded  or  failed?  "At  some 


point  in  time,  you  have  to  step  up  and 
take  the  challenge  and  give  it 
everything  you  have,"  Bryttni  says. 
"If  you  don't,  you're  missing  out  on 
opportunities  in  life." 

RISK  PERSPECTIVE 

Ask  five  different  people  what  they 
consider  "high  risk,"  and  you're  likely 
to  hear  five  different  answers. 

When  you  are  used  to  doing 
something,  there's  very  little  risk  in 
staying  with  it.  It's  the  things  we  don't 
understand  that  are  risky.  "There  is 
an  element  of  risk  in  any  new 
endeavor,"  says  Betty  Penzner,  a 
spokesperson  for  the  Future  Business 
Leaders  of  America.  "When  you  take 
a  risk,  you  could  fall  flat  on  your  face. 
But  no  matter  what  happens,  you  also 
open  yourself  up  to  growth,  learning, 
and  improvement." 

Bryttni,  who  is  now  majoring  in 
agricultural  business,  agrees.  "You 
have  to  remember  that  even  if  you 
fail,  it's  not  the  end.  There's  always 
life  ahead. "  In  other  words,  if  you  run 
for  office  and  lose  the  election,  you 
can  always  run  again.  If  you  organize 
an  event  and  it  bombs,  at  least  you 
gave  it  your  all.  And  if  you  tried  to 


raise  money  for  a  project  but  couldn't 
find  any  donors,  you  can  always  use 
what  you  learned  to  do  better  next 
time. 

RRUSHING  OFF  FAILURE 
Bryttni  recalls  her  senior  year  in  high 
school  when  she  vied  for  top  honors 
in  a  FFA  state  speech  competition.  She 
had  entered  in  previous  years  and 
lost,  but  now,  with  experience  under 
her  belt,  she  thought  she  had  it  in  the 
bag.  Risking  another  loss  was  natural 
for  her.  It  wasn't  even  a  question.  "I 
figured  it  was  my  year,"  says  Bryttni. 
"Then  I  finished  second." 

Swallowing  her  pride,  Bryttni  did 
what  any  good  risk  taker  would  do — 
she  brushed  herself  off  and  ran  for 
state  office.  Putting  aside  her  fears  of 
another  loss,  Bryttni  resolved  to  give 
it  her  all.  She  also  decided  to  be 
herself.  "If  who  I  was  didn't  get  me 
the  job,  I  would  just  move  on,"  she 
recalls.  Her  approach  paid  off.  Today, 
as  the  Wyoming  FFA  state  president, 
Bryttni  has  taken  her  leadership  to 
an  entirely  new  level. 

While  some  will  avoid  risk  at  all 
costs,  others  have  suggested  that  not 
taking  risks  is  riskier  than  risk  itself. 
Consider  the  words  of  deaf  and  blind 
activist  Helen  Keller:  "Avoiding 
danger  is  no  safer  in  the  long  run  than 
outright  exposure.  Life  is  either  a 
daring  adventure,  or  nothing."  • 


Conference, 

workshop 

opportunities 

The  National  FFA  Organization 
offers  leadership  and  personal 
rowth  conferences  that  include 
risk-taking  and  other  topics  that 
will  help  reach  your  potential. 
They  include  Experiencing 
Discovery,  Growth  and  Excellence 
(EDGE),  Made  for  Excellence 
(MFE),  Advanced  Leadership 
Development  (ALD)  and  Washing- 
ton Leadership  Conference  (WLC). 
You  can  also  attend  related 
workshops  at  The  National  FFA 
Convention.  Find  out  more  at: 
www.ffa.org/programs/confer- 
ences/html/conf   members.html 
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Agronomy  is  literally  defined 
as  the  study  of  crops  and 
soils.  Because  of  this,  many 
students  believe  a  college  degree  in 
agronomy  is  meant  only  to  prepare 
you  for  a  career  in  farming. 

But  it's  much  more  than  that. 

"Agronomy  is  a  broad  area  of 
study  with  many  niches,"  says 
Lowell    Moser,    a      professor    at 
the    University     of 
Nebraska  Department 
of    Agronomy    and 
Horticulture.  "People 
with  the  degree  may 
work  in  agricultural 
products     sales     or 
management;  others 
are  outdoors  in  the 
field  analyzing  soils 
and  plants  and  doing 
research  in  a  lab." 

Moser,  also  the 
president  of  the 
American  Society  of 
Agronomy,  says  there 
is  a  great  need  for 
agronomy  majors  in 
today's  workforce. 
Schools  are  recruiting 
students  and  the  job 
outlook  is  good. 
Starting  pay  for 
agronomy  majors 
with  a  bachelor's 
degree  is  around 
$30,000  to  $45,000  a 
year,  Moser  says.  A 
graduate  degree  or  - 
Ph.D.  in  the  field  bumps  pay  up 
substantially. 

Beyond  the  money,  the  broad 
nature  of  agronomy  keeps  many 
doors  open  when  a  student  walks  off 
campus  in  search  of  a  job.  Off  the  top 
of  his  head,  Moser  lists  more  than  a 
dozen  jobs  available  in  agronomy, 
including  crop  advising,  soil  and  land 
management,  environmental  consult- 
ing, molecular  biology,  plant  breed- 
ing, crop  physiology  and  the  afore- 
mentioned agricultural  products  sales 
and  agricultural  business  manage- 
ment. It's  also  a  popular  all-around 
degree  for  people  that  plan  to  farm. 


"Anyone  with  a  science  nature,  and 
especially  those  who  like  to  work 
outside  some  of  the  time,  should  look 
into  agronomy,"  Moser  says. 

High  school  students  interested  in 
studying  agronomy  in  college  should 
take  a  heavy  load  of  science  classes. 
Biology,  chemistry,  physics  and  any 
available  agriculture  classes  and  FFA 
involvement  will  help  you  better 

Agronomy 

A  career  guide  for  FFA  members 
By  Stephen  Regenold 


understand  the  field.  And  you  will  do 
better  on  the  science  portions  of 
standardized  tests  and  college 
entrace  exams.  Enthusiasm  toward 
these  classes  also  will  make  you  look 
good  to  college  applications  boards. 

COLLEGE  AND  BEYOND 

Students  already  in  college  should 
talk  with  a  career  advisor  to  learn 
what  their  school  offers  in  the 
agronomy  arena.  The  most  common 
four-year  degree  for  agronomy  is  a 
bachelor's  of  science  with  a  major  in 
agronomy,  plant  science,  or  crop  or 
soil  science.  Graduate-level  and  Ph.D. 


agronomy  programs  will  be  more 
specific.  Crop  physiology  and  soil 
chemistry,  for  example,  are  special- 
ties taught  at  the  graduate  level. 

For  people  in  the  industry,  there 
are  three  major  national  organiza- 
tions. The  American  Society  of 
Agronomy  and  its  sister  organiza- 
tions, which  include  the  Crop  Science 
Society  of  America  and  the  Soil 
Science   Society   of 
America,    currently 
have    about    10,000 
members  who  hold 
dozens  of  different 
types  of  agricultural 
jobs.  Research  grants, 
educational  programs, 
conferences,  compre- 
hensive websites  with 
online  materials,  news- 
letters and  magazines 
are    parts    of   these 
organizations. 

As  Lowell  Moser 
noted,  the  demand  for 
students  of  agronomy 
is  growing.  Along  with 
the  continual  need  for 
people  to  work  in  the 
traditional  agricul- 
tural areas,  there  are 
societal  trends  that 
may  be  pushing 
agronomy  to  a  more 
significant,  noticeable 
H  place.  Precision  agri- 

■  culture  and  organic 

■  farming,  for  example, 
are  on  the  rise,  both  of  which  need 
people  to  run  the  operations.  On  the 
other  end  of  the  spectrum,  the 
management  and  development  of 
genetically-modified  crops  is  an 
issue  that  has  opened  new  opportuni- 
ties and  triggered  wide-scale  debate — 
so  much  so  that  several  national 
governments  and  the  United  Nations 
have  stepped  into  the  discussion.  At 
the  center  of  all  this  are  people  with 
agronomy  backgrounds. 

"There  are  many  changes 
occurring  in  agronomy  and  it  is  an 
exciting  time  to  enter  the  profession," 
Moser  says.  • 


WEB  LINKS 


National  FFA  Organization:  www.ffa.org  ■  American  Society  of  Agronomy:  www.agronomy.org 
Crop  Science  Society  of  America:  www.crops.org  ■  Soil  Science  Society  of  America:  www.soils.org 


18 


This  careers  story  is  brought  to  you  by  The 


Marines 

The  Few.  The  Proud. 


ffa/new  horizons 


?MH  SS  WEAKNESS  iLEAViKO  THE  BODY 


I  -  «    t)    t)      M    A    I?    I    N    K    S 
W    W    W   .    ft   A   »   I   N   E   S  .  C    t)    M 


'HP 


*?9'jr~3? 


CHANGE 

IS        FOREVER 


Marines 

The  Few.  The  Proud. 


Nick 


Times 


Several  years  ago,  while  on 
assignment  in  the  war-torn 
African  nation  of  Ghana, 
Nicholas  Kristof  found  himself  in 
one  of  the  many  scary  situations  he 
learned  to  accept  during  his  days  as 
a  foreign  correspondent.  Among  a 
pool  of  reporters,  Kristof  boarded  a 
chartered  plane  bound  for  a  location 
inside  rebel  territory. 

With  the  local  government  in 
shambles,  the  airport  lacked  security, 
resulting  in  a  chaotic  scene,  where 
local  residents  loitered  on  and  around 
the  runway.  After  failed  attempts  to 
clear  a  path,  the  Texas-born  bush 
pilot — well-known  around  Africa  for 
his  skill,  but  also  for  his  lack  of  clear 
thinking — let  off  the  brakes  and 
barreled  down  the  runway  anyway. 
"He  hit  somebody  as  he  was 
taking  off  and  killed  that  person  and 
snapped  the  landing  gear  and  the 
hydraulics,"  Kristof  explains.  "And 
then  we  didn't  dare  go  back  there 
because  those  people  would  have  beat 
us  all  to  death.  So  we  tried  to  fly  to 
another  airport  and  quickly  started 
losing  control  of  the  hydraulics — 
which  control  everything.  And  we 
didn't  have  landing  gear,  so  we  crash- 
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Nicholas  Kristof  grew  up  on  a  cherry 
and  sheep  farm  in  Oregon.  His 
extensive  involvement  in  FFA  helped 
pave  his  journey  to  becoming  a  Pulitzer 
Prize-winning  writer  for  The  New  York  Times 

By  Erich  Gaukel 


landed  at  that  airport.  The  plane  was 
completely  destroyed,  but  we  were 
all  okay." 

Believe  it  or  not,  Kristof's  FFA 
experience  played  a  role  in  prepar- 
ing him  for  situations  like  these, 
which — as  his  recent  visits  to  the 
wars  in  Iraq  and  Afghanistan  would 
indicate — he  gets  himself  into  on  a 
fairly  regular  basis. 

PERSONAL  DISCOVERY 

Kristof's  first  taste  of  international 
distress  came  just  after  his  year  as 
Oregon  FFA  Reporter.  After  applying, 
he  learned  that  he  had  been  accepted 
to  the  FFA  Work  Experience  Abroad 
(WEA)  program. 

So,  just  after  his  FFA  state  officer 
duties  ended,  he  set  off  to  spend  the 
summer  living  and  working  on  a  farm 
in  France.  After  a  trans-Atlantic  flight, 


his  travel  plans  hit  a  snag  when  he 
missed  a  train  connection.  Left  to 
navigate  the  French  phones,  train 
schedule  and  language  on  his  own, 
Kristof  made  a  personal  discovery:  "It 
was  really  kind  of  exciting  to  realize 
that,  hey,  I  could  run  into  a  calamity 
and  still  end  up  on  top.  That  was  very 
liberating,  so  I  think  that  that  dramati- 
cally deepened  my  interest  and  gave 
me  a  lot  more  confidence  that  I  could 
go  off  somewhere — and  while 
surprising  and  unexpected  and  maybe 
nasty  things  would  happen — that  I'd 
be  able  to  pick  myself  up  and 
somehow  survive." 

That  same  FFA  trip  gave  Kristof — 
already  an  aspiring  journalist  who  had 
written  about  agriculture  for  the 
county  newspaper  as  part  of  an  FFA 
project — material  for  a  feature-length 
story  that  he  submitted  to  this 
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magazine — then  known  as  The 
National  Future  Farmer.  The  story, 
called  "Making  the  World  a  Little  Bit 
Smaller,"  appeared  in  December 
1978  (read  it  online  at  ffa.org/media). 
It  was  his  first  opportunity  to  speak 
to  a  national  audience  about  the 
world,  a  subject  around  which  his 
career  would  eventually  take  shape. 

The  summer  abroad  ended  just 
days  before  classes  began  at  Harvard, 
so  he  went  straight  from  France  to 
Boston.  With  the  possibility  of  a 
career  in  public  service  in  his  mind, 
he  majored  in  government.  With  de- 
gree in  hand,  he  headed  back  to  Eu- 
rope, this  time  as  a  Rhodes  Scholar  at 
England's  Oxford  University,  where 
he  studied  law  for  a  year.  Back  home, 
the  allure  of  international  travel  and 
journalism  kept  him  from  continuing 
his  law  studies.  "So  I  spent  a  year  in 
Egypt  studying  Arabic  and,  at  the  end 
of  that,  The  Times  hired  me.  I  think 
they  liked  the  idea  that  I  knew  Ara- 
bic, they  liked  the  idea  that  I'd  stud- 
ied law — and  they  certainly  did  like 
the  idea  that  I  knew  something  about 
agriculture." 

Just  11  years  later,  Kristof  won  the 
Pulitzer  Prize — one  of  journalism's 


Kristof,  who  says  FFA  helped  open  his 
eyes  to  the  world,  visited  Iraq  before, 
during  and  after  the  recent  war. 

highest  honors — for  his  coverage  of 
China's  Tiananmen  Square  democracy 
movement. 

It's  easy  to  see  how  the  significance 
of  Kristof's  FFA  involvement  could 
be  shadowed  by  his  academic  and 
professional  achievements,  but  that's 
not  the  case.  In  his  biography  on  The 
Times'  website,  FFA  is  mentioned 
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right  there  at  the  top,  before  the 
Pulitzer  Prize  and  the  Rhodes 
Scholarship.  Here's  how  it  starts: 
"Born  on  April  27,  1959,  Mr.  Kristof 
grew  up  on  a  cherry  farm  near 
Yamhill,  Oregon,  and  raised  sheep  for 
his  Future  Farmers  of  America 
project." 

A  VALUED  EXPERIENCE 

It's  abundantly  clear  from  Kristof's 
vivid  recollections,  that  the  benefits 
of  FFA  membership  are  far  reaching 
and  long  lasting. 

"I  think  that  the  key  to  success  in 
almost  anything  is  discipline,"  he 
says,  "and  there's  nothing  that  forces 
discipline  on  you  more  than  having 
sheep  that  need  to  be  checked  at  two 
a.m.  to  see  if  they've  had  lambs.  If  you 
don't  water  the  sheep  or  help  the 
lambs,  then  they're  going  to  die  on 
you.  I  found  that  a  very  useful  lesson 
for  high  school,  college — whatever. 
And  I  think  that  it  was  that  lesson 
from  the  FFA  project,  plus  the  lessons 
from  FFA  leadership — how  to  get 
along  with  people  and  get  them  to  like 
and  respect  you — that  mattered 
ultimately  much  more  than  just  the 
content  of  what  is  good  soil,  or  what 
injection  the  lamb  has  to  get  at  three 
days,  for  example." 

From  Kristof's  point  of  view,  FFA 
is  the  perfect  outlet  for  teenagers: 
"Parli-pro,  public  speaking  and 
running  for  office — the  whole  idea 
of  going  to  conventions  and 
politicking  was  a  blast.  And  to  the 
extent  that  every  teenage  guy  is 
always  trying  to  figure  out  how  to 
impress  the  girls,  it  was  probably  a 
much  more  constructive  way  of 
trying  to  impress  them  to  run  for 
office  than  to  drive  a  hundred  miles 
an  hour  down  the  road." 

He  adds:  "There  are  ways  that 

people  channel  those  hormones  into 

energy  in  constructive  ways  outside 

of  FFA,  but  for  those  kids  who  are 

serious  about  FFA,  it  provides 

precisely  that  same  way  of  learning 

about  life — about  winning  peer 

approval — in  a  way  that  doesn't 

damage  one's  self-esteem,  and  maybe 

one's  body  as  well."  • 

Kristof's  column  appears  in  The 
New  York  Times  on  Wednesdays  and 
Saturdays  (nytimes.com/kristof). 


"Break  Down  Here" 

Tune  in  for  a  1  hour  TV  Special 

"In  The  Moment:  Julie  Roberts" 

aikinc;  May  28  on  CMT 


WHAT'  S    HOT 

Here's  how  FFA  members  from  across  the  U.S.  voted  in  our  most  recent  poll. 


TOP       AGRICULTURAL  CAREERS 


farmer/rancher 

agriculture  teacher 

veterinarian 

florist 
park  ranger 


TOP      BOOKS 


to  kill  a  mockingbird 

the  great  gatsby 

a  separate  peace 

harry  potter  books 

the  bible 


TOP      MALE  ATHLETES 


michael  Jordan 

kobe  bryant 

dale  earnhardt,  jr. 

brett  favre 
peyton  manning 


TOP       FFA  FUNDRAISERS 


fruit  sales 

donkey  basketball 

candy  sales 

fish  booth 

calendar  sales 


TOP       BANDS 


rascal  flatts 

toby  keith 

alan  jackson 

ac/dc 

nelly 


TOP      FEMALE  ATHLETES 


mia  hamm 
anna  kournikova 
venus  Williams 
serena  williams 

lisa  leslie 


TOP   SCHOOL  LUNCH  FOODS 


pizza 

chicken 

nachos 

subs 

french  fries 


TOP      FEMALE  ACTORS 


julia  roberts 

Jennifer  lopez 

sandra  bullock 

nicole  kidman 

pamela  anderson 


TOP       MOVIES 


2  fast  2  furious 

gladiator 

pearl  harbor 

signs 
the  green  mile 


TOP      NON-AG  CLASSES 


math 

science 

english 

history 

p.e. 


TOP       MALE  ACTORS 


johnny  depp 
adam  sandier 
John  wayne 
josh  hartnett 
jim  carrey 


TOP      OUTDOOR  ACTIVITIES 


hunting/fishing 

four-wheeling 

horseback  riding 

swimming 

basketball 


What's  Hot  Survey    Pick  your  favorite 


Major  League  Baseball  Team_ 
U.S.  Presidential  Candidate  — 


Career  in  Agriculture/Food/Fiber/Natural  Resources- 

FFA  Career  Development  Event  (CDE) 

FFA  Community  Service  Project 

FFA  Chapter  Fundraiser 

College 


Country  Band/Performer 

Non-Country  Band/Performer- 
Thing  You'll  Do  This  Summers 

Fru  it 


Vegetable 

Mail  the  completed  survey  to: 
What's  Hot 

FFA  New  Horizons 

P.O.  Box  68960 

Indianapolis,  IN  46268-0960   OR   e-mail  to:  newhorizons@ffa.org 


All  surveys  sent  to  FFA  New 

Horizons  are  used  in  tabulating  the 

above  results.  Here  are  the  FFA 

chapters  (in  alphabetical  order) 

that  sent  in  the  most  surveys: 

MEADE  COUNTY  FFA 

Kentucky 

RIDGEVIEW  FFA 

California 

SUMMERSVILLE  FFA 

Missouri 

SUNNY  HILLS  FFA 

California 

UNION  FFA 

Oregon 

WEST  MUSKINGUM  FFA 

Ohio 


What's  Hot  is  brought  to  you  by 


ipven  when  jou  win  back-to  -back 
<£*£jWorld  All-Around  Champion  titles. 

fill  ven  whenpu  realize  tomorrow's  practice 
c^iust  not  twice  as  hard. 
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RELAXtDMT  JEANS  from  THE  WRANGLER  JEAN  CO. 

20X  CONGRATULATES  TREVOR  BRAZILE  ON  WINNING  HIS  SEJJOND  WORLD  ALL-AROUND  CHAMPION  TITLE. 

LIKE  EVERY  GREAT  CHAMPION,  YOU  ALWAYS  STAND  UP  UNDER  PRESSURE 


Your  Money 


Tips  for  building  your  financial  standing 


Payback 
Time 


What  to  expect 

when  college  student 

loans  come  due 

By  Chris  Hayhurst 

College  graduation.  What  a 
day.  The  sun  is  shining, 
birds  are  chirping,  a  famous 
face  on  the  podium  is  talking  about 
life,  liberty  and  boundless  potential. 
Then  it  hits  you — you're  broke.  Not 
only  that,  but  you're  thousands  of 
dollars  in  debt.  And  now  it's  time  to 
start  paying. 

Financial  advisors  everywhere 
agree:  Student  loans  are  a  great  idea. 
They  allow  you  to  pay  your  tuition 
and  expense  after  you  graduate, 
instead  of  now,  when  it's  far  more 
important  to  focus  on  classes  and 
homework.  But  what  happens  when 
school  ends  and  the  bills  come  due? 
Understand  this — all  loans  must  be 


repaid.  It  doesn't  matter  if  you 
graduate.  And  it  doesn't  matter  if  you 
find  a  job.  Your  loans  are  not  grants — 
they're  borrowed  money,  and  your 
lender  wants  that  money  back. 

All  loan  recipients  receive  exit 
counseling  from  their  institution's 
financial  aid  administrator  when 
they  leave  school  or  drop  below  half- 
time  enrollment.  This  one-on-one 
session  is  designed  to  make  it 
absolutely  clear  how  much  you  owe 
and  when  payments  are  due. 

While  private  loans  vary  in  terms 
of  repayment  requirements  (check 
with  your  lender),  federal  loans 
generally  include  a  six-  to  nine-month 
grace  period  before  your  first 
payment  is  due.  "This  gives  you  time 
to  get  on  your  feet,  get  into  the  world 
and  get  a  job,"  explains  Sue  Vabo,  a 
loan  pro  at  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Education's  Office  of  Federal 
Student  Aid. 

If,  at  any  point  during  that  grace 
period,  you  go  back  to  school  more 
than  half  time,  your  repayments  can 
be  postponed.  Once  you  do  start 
federal  loan  repayment,  you'll  owe 
at  least  $50  per  month  for  up  to  30 
years,  depending  on  the  plan. 

If  the  thought  of  30  years  of  loan 
payments  makes  you  shiver,  don't 
worry.  If  you  can  swing  it,  there's  no 
reason  you  can't  pay  off  your  loan 
faster.  You  have  two  basic  choices: 
Pay  a  small  amount  each  month  over 
a  long  period  of  time,  or  pay  a  large 
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amount  each  month  over  a  shorter 
period  of  time.  Also,  if  you  happen 
to  come  into  some  extra  money,  you 
can  always  pay  it  off  before  it's  due. 
When  you  pay  faster,  you  pay  less 
money  in  the  end  because  you're 
reducing  the  amount  of  interest  paid. 

So  what  is  interest,  anyway? 
Interest  is  a  percentage  of  the 
original  loan  amount  that  is  added  to 
what  you  owe.  It's  just  one  way  that 
lenders,  who  let  you  borrow  their 
money,  make  a  profit.  The  interest 
rates  for  private  loans  vary,  but  are 
generally  higher  than  those  for 
federal  loans.  Federal  loans  can  have 
either  fixed  interest  rates  (such  as  the 
five  percent  rate  for  a  Perkins  Loan) 
or  variable  interest  rates.  Variable 
interest  rates  are  adjusted  each  year 
on  July  1  to  reflect  the  current  state 
of  the  U.S.  economy. 

Loan  consolidation  is  a  convenient 
way  to  lock  in  a  low  interest  rate  for 
the  life  of  your  loans  and  to  bring  all 
your  loans  into  the  same  repayment 
plan.  "When  interest  rates  are  low  you 
should  consolidate  your  loans,"  says 
Vabo.  "That  rate  then  becomes  a  fixed 
rate.  If  you've  taken  out  multiple 
loans,  consolidating  can  really  make 
things  easier."  When  rates  are  low  like 
they  are  now,  consolidation  makes  the 
debt  that  much  easier  to  handle  .  • 


College  aid 

For  more  information  about 
student  loans,  contact  the  Federal 
Student  Aid  Information  Center  at 
800-433-3243  or  visit  their 
website:  www.studentaid.ed.gov. 
And  don't  forget,  the  National 
FFA  Organization  offers  scholar- 
ships just  for  FFA  members.  A 
scholarship  is  a  great  way  to  help 
pay  for  college  because  you  don't 
have  to  pay  the  money  back.  The 
deadline  has  already  passed  for 
this  year,  so  talk  to  your  advisor 
about  how  you  can  apply  next 
year.  You  can  view  this  year's  FFA 
Scholarship  Handbook  at: 
www.ffa.org/programs/scholar- 
ships/documents/sch_faqs.pdf 
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^bu  were  born  to  be  in  the  driver's  seat. 

„\As  part  of  our  commitment  to  promoting  financial  literacy,  GM  &  GMAC,  in  cooperation  with  the 
American  Financial  Services  Association  Education  Foundation,  have  created 
YourPathwaytoVehicleFinancing.com.This  self-teaching  Web  site  can  help  yOu  get  there  wisely. 

TO  HWAY       ^i^y         v       ;  •     , 


AFSA  EDUCATION 
FOUNDATION 


AR  KETPL ACE 


Don't  miss  the  newest 
summer  farm  show  in 
Indiana  and  Illinois 

Aug.  3-5,  2004 


FarmQWorlcT 

EXPO 

August  3-5,  2004 
|Wabash  Valley  Fairgrounds] 
Terre  Haute. 


Huge  display  of  tha 

latest  farm  equipment 

>  Cattle  chute  demonstation  | 

>  Horse  training  seminar 
&  equipment 

>  Antique  tractors 
>ATPA  tractor  pull 

>  Seminars  from  Purdue 
University 

>  Used  equipment  auction 

>  and  morel 


Admission:  $5  parking  fee       ^ 
$1  pet  car  donated  to  the  FFA  -3 

For  visitor  info:  call  866-271-4366 
For  booth  mfo.'Toni  Hodson 
800-876-5133,  exl  280 
Fax:800-318-1055 
thodson@farmworldonline.com 


www.farmworldexno.com 


PREMIER  EDITION 
CAST  EMBLEM 


Now  Available 


877.859.9679 


www.tlzartworx.com 


For  little  more  than 
the  cost  of  a  pair  of 
jeans,  you  can 
make  your 
SAE  record- 
keeping neat, 
complete, 
and  accurate. 

Give  yourself  an  electronic 
edge  —  check  out  our  website 
for  more  details  on  EZ  Records: 

ezrecords.aces.uiuc.edu 

EZ  Records 


T's 

Hats 

Sweatshirts 

&More 


farmboyusa.com 


Welcome  to  FFA  New  Horizons 
magazine's  Marketplace. 
To  place  an  ad  for  your  product 
or  service,  contact: 

GLENN  SIMS 

S100  W31244HwyLO 

Mukwonago,  Wl  53149-9301 

Phone  262/363-9346 

Fax  262/363-7894 

E-mail 

gsims@farmprogress.com 
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OCEAN 

CORPORATION 

10840  Rockley  Road  Houston, Tx  77099 


LEARN  TO 

UNDERWATER 

WITHOUT  HOLDING  VOIR  BREATH 


CALL  NOW 

BEGIN  YOUR  CAREER 
IN  COMMERCIALDMM 
1  800  321  02011 

WWW.0CEANC0UP.COM 


FINANCIAL  AID  AVAILABLE 
FOR  THOSE  WHO  QUALIFY 


MMlsc 


TULSA 
WELDING 
'SCHOOL 


"World  Class  Welders 
&  Welding  Inspectors" 

•  $3,287  /  month 
reported  average 
starting  pay  by 
397  of  425  Tulsa 
welding  graduates 
of  2002.  Overtime 

.      .      ,  .  FFA-Tallhlna,  OK 

included  in  some  cases. 

•  Seniors  call  toll  free  for  free  video. 

•  New  Jacksonville,  FL  branch 
campus  now  open. 

Call:  1-800-WELD  PRO 

www.weldingschool.com 
2545  E.  11th  St.    •   Tulsa.  OK  74104 


Lie.  by  OBPVS 


Here  is  the  solution  from 
the  Puzzler  on  page  28 
of  this  issue. 
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Congratulations  to  the  2004 
Risk  Management  Contest  Winners! 


THESE  TEN  FFA  MEMBERS  were  selected  as  winners  of 
the  National  FFA  Organization  Risk  Management 
Essay  Contest.  Each  member,  along  with 
thier  advisor,  traveled  to  Washington,  D.C. 
May  5-9,  where  they  met  with  USDA 
officials  and  were  presented  with  awards. 
In  addition  to  visiting  with  USDA  officials, 
they  had  lunch  with  USDA  staff 
from  the  House  Agricul- 
ture Committee  to  discuss 
the  growing  importance 
of  risk  management  for 
American  agriculture. 


I« 


m 


Jeffrey  Schroeder 


If  you  manage  risk  in 
your  SAE,  explain  how  in 
a  personal  essay  and 
enter  it  in  the  2005  Risk 
Management  Essay 
Contest.  Ask  your  FFA 
advisor  for  more  details,  or 
find  out  how  to  enter  on 

Brown           ^^L^^^^H             fl 

r     H 

Davis 

www.ffa.org. 

Wiley  Hendricks          ■ 

W,r 

Ar 

idrea  Curry 

i\ 

■  TYLER  KIMMEL 
New  Raymer  FFA, 

■  ANDREA  CURRY 

Sterling  FFA,  Lawton,  OK 

TV'er  Kirnme, 

Stoneham,  CO 

■  WACO  PHIPPS 
Platte  Valley  Academy 
FFA,  Kearney,  NE 

■  KRISTI  BROWN 
Canton  FFA,  Canton,  OK 

■  JEFFREY  SCHROEDER 
Wisner  Pilger  FFA, 

West  Point,  NE 

■  COLIN  LOWE 
Chickasha  FFA, 

Chickasha,  OK 

■  WILEY  HENDRICKS 
Clark  County  FFA, 

Winchester,  KY 

■  JORDAN  DAVIS 
Burns  Flat-Dill  City  FFA 

Foss,  OK 

■   KARI  BAILES 
Shepherd  FFA, 

Shepherd,  TX 

■   KRISTA  UBBENGA 
Hartsburg-Emden  FFA, 

Hartsburg,  IL 

Waco  Phipps 


(rista 

Denga 


Kari  Bailes 


THE  FFA  MISSION:  FFA  makes  a  positive  difference  in  the  lives  of  students  by  developing  their  potential  for  premier  leadership,  personal 
growth  and  career  success  through  agricultural  education. 

THE  AGRICULTURAL  EDUCATION  MISSION:  Agricultural  Education  prepares  students  for  successful  careers  and  a  lifetime  of  informed  choices 
in  the  global  agriculture,  food,  fiber  and  natural  resources  systems. 

The  National  FFA  Organization  is  a  resource  and  support  organization  that  does  not  select,  control  or  supervise  state  association,  local  chapter 
or  individual  member  activities  except  as  expressly  provided  for  in  the  National  FFA  Organization  Constitution  and  Bylaws. 

The  National  FFA  Organization  affirms  its  belief  in  the  value  of  all  human  beings  and  seeks  diversity  in  its  membership,  leadership  and  staff  as 
an  equal  opportunity  employer. 

©2004  FFA  Organization 


National  FFA  Organization 

6060  FFA  Drive 

P.O.  Box  68960 

Indianapolis,  IN  46268-0960 

Phone:  317-802-6060 

Fax:  317-802-6061 

ffa.org 


TO 


Candi:  Hey,  did  you  hear  about 
the  astronaut  who  opened  a 
restaurant  on  the  moon? 

Alex:  No! 

Candi:  It  has  great  food,  but  no 

atmosphere. 

Candi  Hicks  and  Alex  French 

Brooksville,  Florida 

Q:  Why  did  the  chicken  refuse  to 
cross  the  road? 

A:  Because  every  time  it  did, 
someone  made  a  joke  about  it. 

Kyle  McGee 

Yates  Center,  Kansas 

Q:  What  kind  of  stockings  do 
horticulturists  wear? 

A:  Garden  hose. 

Kelsey  Fredrickson 

Santa  Maria,  California 

Q:  Why  doesn't  lightning  ever 
learn  anything? 

A:  It  always  has  its  head  in  the 
clouds. 

Andrew  Welters 

Verona,  Missouri 

Q:  Why  do  geese  cause  a  lot  of 
road  rage? 

A:  They  honk  too  much. 

Summer  Crosby 

Fremont,  Iowa 


The  Agrinuts 

By  Jim  Bradshaw  and  Michael  Bettendorf 


I  THINK  I  JUST  MIGHT  HAVE 

slightly,  VERY  SLIGHTLY, 

OVER-WATERED  OUR  TEST  PLOT. 


Q:  Why  do  skunks  smell  so  bad? 

A:  Bad  cologne. 

Hannah  Fiechter 

Montpelier,  Indiana 

Q:  Why  are  pirates  so  mean? 

A:  They  just  arrrrr. 

Giels  Manz 

Peoria,  Arizona 

Q:  Why  do  sharks  live  in  salt 
water? 

A:  Because  pepper  water  makes 
them  sneeze. 

Astrid  Alfaro 

Miami,  Florida 

Q:  What  kind  of  bowls  do  alien 
cats  drink  out  of? 

A:  Flying  saucers. 

Maria  Puente 

Laredo,  Texas 

Q:  What  is  a  skeleton's  favorite 
musical  instrument? 

A:Atrom-BONE! 

Amberlie  Hallam 

Spanish  Fork,  Utah 

Q:  Why  do  bees  have  sticky 
hair? 

A:  Because  they  use  honey- 
combs. 

Jennifer  Farias 

Cudahy,  California 

Q:  What  did  the  crop  say  to  the 
farmer? 

A:  Why  are  you  always  picking 
on  me? 

Becky  Brittany  Madoran 

Eldon,  Missouri 

Q:  What  did  the  geometry 
teacher  say  when  she  lost  her 
parrot? 

A:  Where  has  my  polygon? 

Kristen  Hinkle 

Artemus,  Kentucky 

We  pay  $5  for  each  printed  joke. 
Because  we  receive  so  many  jokes, 
we  can't  acknowledge  receipt 
of  submissions.  E-mail  your  jokes 
to  newhorizons@ffa.org  or  mail 
to  FFA  New  Horizons,  PO  Box 
69860,  Indianapolis,  IN  46268. 

Last  Laff  is  brought  to  you  by 
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Puzzler 


by  Matt  Gaffney 
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ACROSS 

1  Student (they  must  be  repaid 

after  college) 
6  First  three  letters 
9  Halo  wearer 

10  Kind  of  pine  tree 

1 1  Country  singer Earle 

12  President  Eisenhower,  for  short 

13  Loves  like  crazy 
15  Did  great  on,  like  a  test 

18  Take  it  easy 

19  Republic  of  Georgia  agricultural 
community  that  participated  in  an 
FFA  exchange  program 

21  Ending  for  "Japan"  or  "Taiwan" 

22  Person  from  Des  Moines  or 
Council  Bluffs 

26  Baseball  pitcher  Robb 

27  Famous  philosopher 

28  Cobb  of  baseball  and  Law 
of  football 

29  Family  car 

DOWN 

1     Vegas 

2  Canadian  province  where  Toronto  is 
abbr. 

3  How  old  you  are 

4  State  for  1  -down 

5  You  ride  on  it  in  wintertime 

6  Burning 

7  An  FFA  chapter  in  New  Hampshire 
refurbished  them  for  needy  kids 

8  Kind  of  toothpaste 

14  Baltimore  bird 

1 5  Secret (spy) 

16  FFA  western  region  vice  president 
Hogan 

17  Odds  and 

20  Closes  a  bookbag,  maybe 

23  Amount  of  chewing  gum 

24  One  day time 

25    -smoking  section  (part  of  a 

restaurant) 
Solution  on  page  26 
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FFA  Across  the  USA 


Dispatches  from  FFA  chapters  across  the  nation 


A  Dream  Come  true 

The  2003  Booker  FFA  Land  Judging 
Team  completed  a  dream  come  true 
last  spring.  The  team  placed  first  at 
the  area  competition  and  placed 
second  at  the  state  competition, 
which  earned  them  a  trip  to  the 
national  competition  in  Oklahoma 
City.  The  team  then  walked  away 
with  the  national  championship,  the 
first  for  the  Booker  community.  The 
team  members  were  all  seniors  and 
had  judged  together  since  their 
freshman  year.  They  qualified  for 
the  state  competition  the  previous     I 
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three  years  and  finally  hit  pay  dirt 
in  2003.  From  left  to  right  in  the 
photo  are  Blake  Tregellas,  Zane 
McGee,  FFA  Advisor  James  Born, 
Roy  Don  Babitzke  and  Brandon 
Whittington. 

Reporting  by  Debbie  Babitzke  of  thel 
Booker  Independent  School  District] 


Indiana 


Summer  Fun 

Last  August,  the  Gait  FFA  Chapter  hosted  its  annual 

FFA  Summer  Barbecue.  The  night  was  filled  with  outrageous  games  and 

water  activities.  Gait  FFA  was  honored  to  have  in  attendance  the  newly 

elected  state  officer  team  and  national  FFA  officer  candidate  Jeff  Alves.  State 

FFA  President  Nicolina  Prestininzi  got  completely  soaked  during  the  water 

war,  and  the  state  officer  team  showed  off  its  moves  to  the  Cha-Cha.  The  Gait 

members  truly  enjoyed  spending  time  with  the  new  state  officers  and  are 

looking  forward  to  their  next  visit.  The  BBQ  was  an  absolute  blast  and 

everyone  is  excited  about  this  year's  bash! 

Reporting  by  Gait  FFA  Reporter  Colleen  Bartlett  __  M  ,#»■••  |#      I 

Shaking  It  Up 

The  Reitz  FFA  Chapter  has  a  unique 
fundraiser.  They  own  a  large  booth 
that  they  use  at  the  Vanderbugh 
County  Fair  during  the  summer  to 
sell  their  famous  lemon  shake-ups. 
This  is  a  major  fundraiser  for  the 
chapter,  which  raises  thousands  of 
dollars  to  benefit  activities  for  FFA 
members.  Advisors,  parents,  FFA 
members  and  alumni  all  pitch  in 
to  work  the  weeklong  event.  The 
Vanderburgh  County  Fair,  on 
average,  has  over  40,000 
visitors  per  day,  making  the 
booth  a  major  public  relations 
tool.  The  Reitz  FFA  shakes,  on 
average,  about  5,000  shake- 
ups  during  the  week. 
Reporting  by  Reitz  FFA 
Chapter  Member  Kimberly  J. 
Hahn 


Hoofing  It 

Lesley  Saunders  of  the  Greenwich 
FFA  Chapter  took  an  active  part  in 
the  Young  Dairy  Manager's  Seminar 
held  at  the  State  University  of  New 
York,  Cobleskill  Agricultural  and 
Technical  College.  During  the  hoof 
care  workshop,  students  were 
definitely  "learning  by  doing!" 
Reporting  by  Greenwich  FFA 
Advisor  Betsy  Foote 


What's  happening  in  your  chapter? 

Send  your  news,  along  with  a  photo,  to: 

FFA  New  Horizons     P.O.  Box  68960 

Indianapolis,  IN  46268    e-mail:  newhorizons@ffa.org 


ffa/new  horizons 
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NOW  YOU  JUST  NEED 
STICK  THE  LANDING: 


Serving  in  the  Army  National  Guard  is  no  spectator  sport. 
Whether  you're  on  the  confidence  course,  driving  a  60-ton  M I  tank, 
or  serving  to  defend  freedom,  you're  at  the  center  of  the  action. 

Contact  us  today  for  your  free  DVD  and  more  information  on 
how  to  get  moving. 
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YCOCAN 
1-800-GO-GUARD  ext.109«  www.1-800-G0-GUARD.com 


GRAB  LIFE  BY  THE  HORNS 
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THAT  NEW  CAR  SMELL  WILL  BE  SHORT-LIVED. 


DODGE  RAM  HEAVY  DUTY.  Hard  work  stinks.  But  a  Dodge  Ram  Heavy  Duty  with 
a  new  Cummins®  600  Turbo  Diesel  gives  you  up  to  16,400  lb  of  towing  power.  Plus, 
a  class-dominating  600  Ib-ft  of  torque.  Which  is  more  than  enough  power  to  ensure 
that  any  job  is  no  sweat.  ON  THE  JOB  incentives  include  a  *300  cash  allowance  or 
various  upfit  packages.  Pull  up  or  call 


